Authority of Scripture
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Recap: Our Core Values here at VCC
· Worship Jesus (Revelation 5:13)
· Worship is Universal
· Worship is Christ-Centered
· Worship is Eternal
Introduction:
· 2 Timothy 3:16-17
· When we think about authority in our lives, we often picture laws, leaders, or personal convictions that guide our decisions. But for the follower of Christ, there is a higher unshakable authority. The very Word of God. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul reminds Timothy that “All Scripture is breathed out by God” and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
· This passage is not just a theological statement. It is a declaration that the Bible is not merely a collection of ancient writings or moral suggestions. It is the living, inspired voice of God, carrying His authority into every area of our lives. In a world where truth is often treated as relative and shifting, Scripture stands as an unchanging foundation, shaping our beliefs, guiding our actions, and equipping us for God’s purpose.
· Today, we will explore what it means for Scripture to be our ultimate authority. Why we can trust it, how it speaks with divine power, and how it equips us to live faithfully in a culture that often challenges God’s truth.

1. Scripture Has Divine Origin: “God-Breathed”
a. Paul’s first claim is not about usefulness but about source. Scripture carries authority because it comes from God Himself.
b. What “God-Breathed” means
i. Scripture is not human opinion sprinkled with divine ideas.
ii. It is God’s revelation expressed through human authors.
iii. It carries the weight, truth, and reliability of God’s own character.
c. Implication: If Scripture is God-Breathed, then:
i. It is trustworthy even when culture shifts.
ii. It is true even when feelings fluctuate.
iii. It is authoritative even when it confronts us.
d. We do not stand over Scripture as editors; we stand under Scripture as disciples.
e. 2 Peter 1:20-21: “knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried by the Holy Spirit.

2. Scripture Has Practical Authority: “and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”
a. Paul lists four functions that show Scripture’s authority in everyday life.
i. Teaching: Scripture tells us what is true about God, humanity, salvation, and the world.
ii. Rebuking: Scripture exposes what is false. Wrong beliefs, wrong behaviors, and wrong motives.
iii. Correcting: Scripture does not just point out what’s wrong; it redirects us toward what is right.
iv. Training in Righteousness: Scripture shapes us over time, forming Christlike character.
b. The Bible is not a museum piece; it is a tool in the hands of the Holy Spirit.
c. Bible=Basic Instruction Before Leaving Earth
d. Ephesians 6:14, 16 “having fastened on the belt of truth…the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.”

3. Scripture has sufficient authority: “God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”
a. Paul’s conclusion is stunning: Scripture is enough to equip God’s people for every good work.
b. Sufficiency means:
i. We don’t need new revelations to know God’s will.
ii. We don’t need cultural approval to validate God’s truth.
iii. We don’t need to guess what God expects. He spoke clearly.
c. Equipped for what?
i. Holiness
ii. Ministry
iii. Perseverance
iv. Mission
v. Everyday Obedience
d. The Bible is not lacking; we are simply called to listen.
e. 1 Thessalonians 2:13: And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what is really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.


Application: How do we live under the Authority of Scripture?
1. We submit to it: Even when it challenges us. Even when it convicts us. Even when it contradicts our preferences.
2. We Study It: Authority means nothing if the book stays closed.
3. We obey it: The authority of Scripture is not proven by how much we know, but by how much we follow.
4. We proclaim It: A church that believes the Bible is authoritative must also be a church that speaks it boldly and lovingly.

Conclusion:
· As we stand before the truth of 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we are reminded that Scripture is not just an ancient book, not a collection of human ideas, not optional guidance for when life gets hard. It is God-breathed. His very voice, His very heart, His very authority extended to us in written form.
· If God speaks through His Word, then we are not left wandering in the dark. We are not guessing our way through faith. We are not building our lives on shifting sand. We have a foundation that is sure, sufficient, and unchanging.
· Scripture teaches us what is right. It confronts us when we are wrong. It restores us when we have fallen. It trains us to live in a way that honors Christ. 
· And all of this has a purpose: that the people of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work. 
· So, the question we carry with us today is simple but searching: will we submit to the authority of God’s word? Not just admire it. Not just quote it. Not just hear it on Sundays. But actually, build our lives on it.
· Because a Bible that stays closed cannot shape us. A truth we refuse to obey cannot transform us. But when we open the Word with humble hearts, when we let Scripture confront, correct, and equip us, God does what only He can do. He forms us into the likeness of His Son.
· My prayer: May we be a people who don’t just believe the Bible is true, but who live as if it is enough. May the authority of Scripture not be a doctrine we affirm, but a reality we embrace. And may the God who breathed out these words breathe fresh life into us as we walk in obedience to them.
· Amen!!
