The Sunrise: When Hope Breaks Through
Luke 24:1-12 and 1 Corinthians 15

Recap:
· The King Who Comes in Humility (Palm Sunday: Luke 19:29-40)
· The Cross Where Death Meets Life (Good Friday: Luke 23:32-49)
· The Light that Finds Us (Sunrise Service: Luke 24:1-6)

Introduction:
· Luke 24:1-12
· There’s something almost sacred about sunrise. No matter how long the night has been, no matter how deep the darkness feels, the light returns. It does not rush. It does not panic. It simply rises; steady, certain and unstoppable.
· On that first Easter morning, the world was still heavy with grief. The disciples were hiding. The women were walking toward a tomb they expected to be sealed. Hope felt buried beneath the weight of Friday’s sorrow. But God was already doing what God always does. Bringing light where darkness thought it had won.
· Easter begins in the quiet moments before dawn, when the sky is still gray and the world still unsure. And then, like the first streak of gold on the horizon, the stone is rolled away. Death loses its grip. Hope breaks through.
· Today, as we gather in the glow of his resurrection morning, we are invited to step into that sunrise ourselves. Whatever darkness we have carried, whatever night we have endured, the risen Christ meets us with the same promise: The light has come, and the darkness cannot overcome it. Let’s step into the dawn together and see what God has made new.
1. When Hope breaks through our Expectations (vv. 1-3)
a. Their expectations were too small for what God was doing.
i. They expected death; they found life.
ii. They expected closure; they found a new beginning.
iii. They expected a sealed tomb; they found an open future.
b. Every sunrise is a reminder that God works in the dark long before we see the light. God’s quiet work in the dark is often the beginning of our greatest hope.

2. When Hope Breaks Through Our Fear (vv. 4-7)
a. When the angels appeared, the women were terrified. Hope can be frightening because it disrupts the stories we have settled for.
b. The angels asked a question that comforts us today:
c. “Why are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive?”
d. In other words: “Why are you searching for life in places that cannot give it?
e. We often return to old tombs; old failures, old wounds, old identities, hoping to find something that will make us whole. But the resurrection means the old places cannot define us anymore. 
f. Leaving the tombs behind is part of stepping into resurrection life.

3. When Hope Breaks Through (vv. 8-12)
a. When the women told the disciples, Luke says their word “seemed like nonsense” Hope often sounds like nonsense before it becomes a reality.
b. Peter ran to the tomb anyway. He did not fully believe it, but he was moved toward possibility.
c. Sometimes faith looks like it is running toward what you barely dare to hope for.
d. Peter’s hesitant courage is a reminder that God honors even imperfect faith.

Application:
1. The Sunrise of Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:12-23)
a. Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 15 that the resurrection is not a metaphor, not a symbol, not a spiritual idea. It is the foundation for everything.
b. If Christ is not raised.
i. Our preaching is useless.
ii. Our faith is useless.
iii. Our Hope is useless.
      c. But because Christ is raised.
iv. Death is defeated.
v. Sin is broken.
vi. The Future is secure.
vii. Hope is alive.
d. Paul calls Jesus the “first fruits,” the sunrise of a new creation.   What happened to him will happen to all who belong to Him.
e. The First Fruits promise means resurrection is not just His story; it is ours.

2. What the Resurrection Means for Us Today.
a. The sunrise of Easter breaks through:
b. Our Grief: Death does not have the final word. Hope beyond grief becomes real because Jesus lives.
c. Our Failures: The risen Christ meets us not with condemnation but restoration. Grace that starts over is the gift of resurrection.
d. Our fears about the future: If God can raise Jesus, He can raise anything; dreams, courage, relationships, purpose. Fear transformed by resurrection becomes the new pattern of life.
e. Our Identity: We are not defined by what we have done or what is done to us. We are defined by the One who walked out of the grave. Identity shaped by resurrection gives us a new way to live.

Conclusion:
· As we stand at the edge of this Easter morning, we remember the first witnesses of the resurrection did not met Jesus in the brightness of noon, but in the trembling light of dawn. It was in the in-between; when night had not fully left and morning had not fully arrived, that hope broke through.
· And that is still how Jesus comes to us.
· He steps into the dim places of our lives, the places where we are not sure what is next, the places where grief and uncertainty linger. He meets us in the shadows and speaks the same words the angel spoke at the tomb: “Do not be afraid.” Because the stone has been rolled away. Death has been defeated. Hope has risen.
· The sunrise of Easter is not just a moment in history; it is a promise for today. A promise that no night is too long, no valley too deep, no burden too heavy for the risen Christ. A promise that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is still breaking through the darkness of this world and the darkness in us.
· So, walk out of this place today with resurrection in your step. Carry the light of Christ into your homes, your workplaces, your neighborhoods, your relationships, your fears, your dreams.
· Let the world see in you the glow of a people who know that the sun has risen and will never set again.
· Because Christ is alive. Hope is alive. And the sunrise of Easter is still breaking through.
· He is risen. He is risen indeed.
