The King Who Comes in Humility (Palm Sunday)
Luke 19:29-40

Introduction:
· There are moments in Scripture when heaven seems to pull back the curtain just enough for us to glimpse the heart of God. Luke 19:28-40 is one of those moments. Jesus is entering Jerusalem for the final time, not as a warrior on a stallion, not as a ruler demanding allegiance, but as a King who chooses to borrow a donkey, a path lined with ordinary people, and a coronation marked by humility.
· Before Jesus ever speaks a word in this passage, His actions preach a sermon of their own. He is the King, yet He comes without force. He is the Missiah, yet He refuses the symbols of earthly power. He is the Lord of all, yet He allows himself to be welcomed by fishermen, children and the overlooked.
· This scene forces us to rethink what greatness looks like. It challenges our assumptions about power, success, and glory. And it invites us to see Jesus not only as the King who deserves our praise, but the King who stoops to save us. 
· As we step int this passage, we discover:
· A King who is fully in control: every detail of this moment is intentional.
· A King who embraces humility: He chooses the lowly path to reveal the heart of God. 
· A King who deserves our worship: even the stones would cry out if we remained silent.
· This is not just a story about a parade. It is a revelation of the Character of Christ. And it is an invitation for us to respond.

1. The Unexpected King.
a. Jesus enters not with force but with peace. The donkey was not a warhorse. It was a symbol of humility and peace. Jesus was making a statement: His kingdom would not be built by violence or political dominance, but by sacrificial love.
b. The crowd’s expectations collided with God’s intentions. They wanted liberation from Rome. Jesus came to liberate them form sin, fear, and death. They wanted a throne; He was headed toward a cross.
c. Palm branches signaled victory, but not the kind they imagined. The victory Jesus came to win was over the powers of darkness, not earthly enemies.
d. Zechariah 9:9: Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble riding on a donkey-riding on a donkey’s colt.

2. The Cry of Hosanna
a. Hosanna: Derived from the Hebrew Word “Hoshia na” Which means, “Save Us Now” or “Save We Pray.” It is both a plea and praise. 
b. It was used in the Hallel (Psalm 113-118) sung during Jewish Feast particular Passover.
c. The crowd cried for salvation without understanding its cost. They wanted immediate rescue. Jesus offered eternal redemption.
d. We, too, cry ‘Hosanna’ from places of longing. We ask God to fix our circumstances, heal our wounds, restore what is broken. And He hears us, but He answers in ways that transform us, not just our surroundings.

3. The Road to the Cross
a. Palm Sunday is joyful, but it is also sobering. The same voices shouting “Hosanna!” would soon shout “Crucify Him!”
b. Jesus never wavered from His mission. He knew that love required sacrifice. He knew that redemption requires the cross. And He walked forward willingly.
c. Holy week reveals the depth of God’s love. Not a love that stays distant, but a love that enters suffering, carries our burdens, and conquerors death.

4. What Palm Sunday Means for Us.
a. Palm Sunday is not just a historical moment; it is an invitation.
b. Will we welcome Jesus as He is, not as we prefer Him to be a Savior who transforms us, not just comforts us?
c. Will we follow Him not only in celebration but also in surrender? The path of discipleship leads through humility, obedience, and trust.
d. Will we lay down our cloaks, our pride, our fears, and our agendas? Just as the crowd laid theirs before Him, we lay down whatever keeps us from fully embracing His kingship.

Conclusion:
· As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on that humble colt. He revealed a truth that confronts us today: God’s kingdom does not advance through force, pride, or spectacle, but through humility, surrender, and self-giving love. The crowds wanted a conqueror; Jesus came as a servant. They wanted a throne; He chose a cross. They wanted liberation from Rome; He offered liberation from sin.
· And that same King still comes to us; not demanding, not coercing, not impressing; but inviting. He comes in humility so that we might come to Him without fear. He comes low as no one is too low to reach Him. He comes gently so that the bruised, the weary, and the wandering can draw near.
· But His humility also calls for a response. The Pharisees tried to silence the praise, but Jesus said that if His disciples were quiet, the stones themselves would cry out. Creation knows its King. The question is: Do we?
· So, as we stand at the gates of this text, we must decide: Will we join the crowd that welcomes Him with open hearts, open hands, and open praise? Will we receive the humble King, not just with our words, but with our lives? Will we follow Him down the road of humility, obedience, and sacrificial love?
· Because the King who came in humility is the same King who now reigns in glory. And one day, He will come again: not on a borrowed colt, but on the clouds of heaven. Not in hiddenness, but in majesty. Not to be crucified, but to be crowned. 
· Until that day, may our lives echo the cry of that Palm Sunday: “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” May we welcome Him, worship Him, and walk in His humble way.
