Love that Sacrifices!
John 15:9-13

Recap:
· Love that Sees (John 7:36-50)
· Love that Heals (Mark 5:25-34)
· Love that Forgives (John 8:1-11)
· Love that Serves (John 13:1-17)
· The Heart of Love (vv. 1-3)
· The Humility of Love (vv. 4-5)
· The Resistance of Love (vv. 6-11)
· The Call to Imitate Love (vv. 12-17)
Introduction:
· John 15:9-13
· There are many words we use soi casually that they begin to lose weight, and love is one of them. We say we love our favorite food; we love a good movie; we love a quiet Saturday Morning. But when Jesus speaks of love in John 15, He is not talking about a feeling, a preference, or a passing affection. He is talking about a love that costs something; a love that moves, gives, and lays itself down.
· In this passage, Jesus is hours away from the cross. The disciples do not fully understand what is coming, but Jesus does. And with the shadow of Calvary already falling across His path, He looks at His friends and says, “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you.” That is staggering. The same eternal, perfect, unbroken love that flows within the Trinity is now being poured out on imperfect, confused, ordinary people.
· But Jesus does not stop there. He calls them and us into the same kind of love. Not a love of convenience, but a love of commitment. Not a love of comfort, but a love of sacrifice. A love that mirrors His own.
· And then He gives the ultimate definition: “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”
· In a world that often defines love by what we can get, Jesus defines love by what we are willing to give. In a culture that celebrates self-preservation, Jesus calls us too self-giving. In a time when relationships are often transactional, Jesus shows us a love that is transformational.
· Today, as we step into this passage, we are invited to rediscover what real love looks like; a love that does not just speak, but surrenders; a love that does not feel, but acts; a love that does not just bless, but bleeds.
· This is the love that saved us. This is the love that shapes us. This is the love we are called to live.

1. The Source of Love (v. 9)
a. “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love.”
b. Divine Origin: Jesus’ love flows from the Father’s love; eternal, perfect, and unchanging.
c. Personal Application: We are not just recipients of love; we are invited to remain in it.
d. Call to Abide: Staying connected to Christ is essential for living out sacrificial love.
e. 1 John 4:7-12: Read It

2. The Standard of Love (v. 10)
a. “When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.”
b. Obedience as an Expression: Love is not just emotion; it is demonstrated through obedience.
c. Practical Challenge: What does obedience look like in our relationship?
d. John 3:16: For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal live.

3. The Joy of Love (v. 11).
a. “I have told you these things to that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!”
b. Joy Through Surrender: True joy is found not in self-fulfillment but in self-giving.
c. Overflowing Joy: Christ’s joy becomes our joy when we walk in His love.
d. Contrast with the World: The world seeks joy through taking; Christ gives joy through giving.
e. Romans 15:13: I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.

4. The Command of Love (v. 12)
a. “This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you.”
b. Not Optional: Love is a command, not a suggestion.
c. Christ’s Model” “As I have loved you.” A high and Holy Standard.
d. Community Impact: The church becomes a witness when it loves like Jesus.
e. Matthew 22:37-40: Jesus replied, “’You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.

5. The Sacrifice of Love (v. 13)
a. “There is no greater love than to lay one’s life for one’s friends.”
b. Ultimate Expression: Sacrifice is the highest form of love.
c. Jesus Cross: The verse points to Calvary; love in action.
d. Our Response: Are we willing to lay down our comfort, pride, or preferences for others?
e. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.


Conclusion:
· In John 15:9-13, Jesus does not just describe love; He defines it. He roots it in the eternal love of the Father, reveals it through His own life, and then places it in our hands as a calling. “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” That is not sentimental love. It is not convenient love. It is costly, deliberate, and self-giving love.
· And Jesus does not ask us to go where He has not gone. He laid down His life first. He showed us what sacrificial love looks like in flesh and blood, in humility and obedience, in a cross and an empty tomb. Now He invites us; no commands us to remain in that love and to extend it to others.
· So, as we step away from this passage, the question is not simply, “Do I feel love?” but “Am I willing to live love?”
· Love that forgives when it is hard.
· Love that serves when no one sees.
· Love that gives when it costs.
· Love that reflects the heart of Christ.
· This is the love that changes families, heal wounds, restores communities, and draws people to Jesus. This is the love that proves we are His disciples.
· May we abide in His love so deeply that sacrifice becomes our natural response, not out of duty, but out of devotion. And may the world see in us the unmistakable mark of Christ: a love that sacrifices.
