Love that Serves.
John 13:1-17

Recap:
· Love that Sees (John 7:36-50)
· Love that Heals (Mark 5:25-34)
· Love that Forgives (John 8:1-11)
· The Trap of Condemnation (vv. 1-6a)
· The Silence of Wisdom (vv. 6b-8)
· The Grace of Forgiveness (vv. 9-11)

Introduction:
· John 13:1-17
· There are moments in Scripture where the heart of Jesus is revealed with such clarity that it leaves us almost breathless. John 13:1-17 is one of those moments. On the night before His crucifixion, when every step He took was leading Him toward suffering; Jesus chose not to withdraw, not to demand comfort, not to seek attention. Instead, He knelt.
· In a quiet upper room, the King of the universe wrapped a towel around His waist and washed the dusty, calloused feet of His disciples. It was an act so unexpected, so upside-down, that it stunned the room into silence. This was not just kindness; it was love expressed through humility. It was service shaped by sacrifice. It was leadership defined by lowering oneself.
· John tells us that Jesus “loved them to the end;” a love that did not just speak but acted. A love that did not wait to be asked. A love that served even those who would betray, deny, and abandon Him.
· As we step into this passage, we are invited to see more than a lesson in manners or hospitality. We are invited to witness the very nature of God; a love that kneels, a love that cleanses, a love that calls us to do likewise.
· The question before us is simple but searching: If the Master served this way, how should His followers?

1. The Heart of Love (vv. 1-3)
a. Jesus’ love is enduring: “He loved them to the end (v. 1); a love that is faithful and complete.
b. Love with full awareness: Jesus knew His hour had come, yet he chose to serve (v. 3).
c. Love despite betrayal: Judas was present, yet Jesus still washed His feet; love that transcends offense.
d. Philippians 2:4: Do not look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.
e. Matthew 25:34-46: Read It

2. The Humility of Love (vv. 4-5)
a. A Shocking Act: The Master becomes the Servant; removing His outer garment, taking a towel, and washing feet.
b. Cultural Context: Foot Washing was the job of the lowest servant; Jesus redefines greatness.
c. Love stoops low: True love is not about position but posture.
d. Galatians 5:13: For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers, and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.
e. Mark 10:45: For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom of many!

3. The Resistance to Love (vv. 6-11)
a. Peter’s Protest: “You shall never wash my feet!” Pride resists Grace.
b. Jesus Response “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” We must receive His cleansing.
c. Spiritual Cleansing: Jesus points to a deeper washing: Washing of the heart not just the feet.

4. The Call to Imitate Love (vv. 12-17)
a. “Do you understand what I have done?” Jesus invites reflection and imitation.
b. Servant Leadership: “You also should wash one another’s feet.” Love is expressed in action.
c. Blessing in Obedience: “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them” (v. 17)
d. Ephesians 5:1-2: “Imitate, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.”
e. John 15:12: “This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you.”
f. John 13:34-35: “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

Conclusion:
· John 13:1-17 brings the reader to the heart of Jesus’ mission: love expressed through humble, self-giving service. As Jesus kneels to wash His disciples’ feet, He overturns every assumption about power, dignity, and leadership. The One who had “come from God and was going back to God” chooses the posture of a servant; not because He must, but because love compels him.
· Key Themes:
· Humble Love: Jesus shows that real love is not sentimental; it acts, even when the task is lowly.
· Servant Leadership: Greatness in God’s kingdom is measured not by status but by willingness to serve.
· Transformational Example: Jesus does not just teach service; He models it and commands His followers to imitate Him.
· Cleansing and Renewal: The Foot-Washing symbolizes the deeper spiritual cleansing Jesus provides.
· Blessing through Obedience: Jesus promises that those who do these things; not just know them, will be blessed.
· In this moment, Jesus invites His followers into a new way of living: a life where love stoops low, lifts others up and reflects the heart of God. The passage ends not with a suggestion but a calling; “You also should wash one another’s feet.” It is a reminder that the world is changed not by dominance, but by love that serves.
