Love that Forgives.
John 8:1-11
Recap
· Love that Sees (John 7:36-50)
· Love that Heals (Mark 5:25-34)
· A Woman Defined by Her Condition (vv. 25-26)
· A Risky, Desperate Faith (vv. 27-28)
· A Healing Touch and a Divine Pause (vv. 29-30)
· A New Identity Spoken (vv. 31-34)

Introduction:
· John 8:1-11
· Imagine being dragged into the public square, your sins exposed for all to see, your accusers ready to condemn you, and your life hanging in the balance. That is the scene in John 8:1-11, where a woman caught in adultery is brought before Jesus. The religious leaders are not seeking justice; they are seeking to trap Jesus. Yet in this tense moment, Jesus reveals the heart of God: a love that does not condemn but forgives and restores.
· This passage is not just about the woman; it is about us. Each of us has stood guilty before God, deserving judgment. But the good news of the gospel is that Jesus steps in, silences the accusers, and offers forgiveness. His words “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin nor more,” remind us that divine love is both merciful and transformative.
· As we reflect on this story, we see that forgiveness is not weakness; it is the power of love that breaks chains, heals wounds, and gives hope. Today, we will explore how Christ’s forgiving love calls us to receive His mercy and extend that same grace to others.

1. The Trap of Condemnation (vv. 1-6a)
a. The Scribes and Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery to Jesus; not out of concern for justice, but to trap Him.
b. They quote the Law of Moses, demanding stoning, but ignore the man involved (Deut. 22:22)
c. Their goal: Force Jesus to choose between mercy and the law.
d. Application: People may use truth as a weapon rather than restoration. Be wary of hearts that seek to condemn rather than redeem.
e. Galatians 6:1a- Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path.
f. 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 (Read It)
g. 2 Corinthians 2:5-7: I am not overstating it when I say that the man who caused all the trouble hurt all of you more than he hurt me. Most of you opposed him, and that was punishment enough. Now, however, it is time to forgive and comfort him. Otherwise, he may be overcome by discouragement. So, I urge you now to reaffirm your love for him.
h. Romans 3:23: For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.

2. The Silence of Wisdom (6b-8)
a. Jesus stoops on the ground; His silence speaks louder than words.
b. Then He says, “Let him who is without sin cast the first stone.”
c. One by One, the accusers leave, convicted by their own conscience.
d. Application: Before we judge others, we must examine our own hearts. Grace disarms self-righteousness.
e. Proverbs 18:21: The tongue can bring death or life; those who love to talk will reap the consequences.
f. James 3:5: In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 
g. Matthew 12:34b: For whatever is in your heart determines what you say.

3. The Grace of Forgiveness (vv. 9-11)
a. Jesus left alone the woman, asks “Where are your accusers?”
b. She replies, “No one Lord.”
c. Jesus says, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and sin no more.
d. Application: Jesus does not excuse sin; He forgives it and calls us to a new life. True love does not leave us in our brokenness; it lifts us out.
e. Ephesians 2:8-9: God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
f. Colossians 3:13: Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.
g. Matthew 6:14-15: If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.





Conclusion:
· James 2:13: “There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you.”
· In John 8:1-11, we see a woman caught in sin, surrounded by condemnation, yet met with compassion. The crowd held stones in their hands, but Jesus held mercy in His heart. He did not excuse her sin, but He extended forgiveness and offered her a new beginning: “Neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin.”
· This moment reminds us that the love of Christ is not a love that ignores our failures, but a love that transforms them. His forgiveness is not cheap; it cost Him the cross. Yet it is freely given to all who come to Him.
· So, as we leave today, let us remember:
· Forgiving Love breaks the chains of shame.
· Forgiving Love silences the voices of condemnation.
· Forgiving Love empowers us to walk in holiness and hope.
· May we be people, who not only receive this love but also extend it. In a world quick to judge and slow to forgive, let us reflect the heart of Christ; ready to drop our stones, ready to lift others up, ready to say with our lives: “Neither do I condemn you.”
· And may the love that forgives lead us all into the freedom of grace, the joy of restoration, and the power of a new life in Jesus Christ. Amen.

