Love that Sees
Luke 7:36-50

Introduction:
· Good morning! Today we turn our hearts to a passage that illuminates the extraordinary power of love and forgiveness, the story in Luke 7:36-50. Here, we witness a profound encounter in the home of Simon the Pharisee, where Jesus, the Son of God, is dining and teaching. Into this scene steps a woman known by society as a sinner, yet she approaches Jesus with courage, humility, and a heart overflowing with love.
· The narrative challenges us to ask: What motivates genuine love? Is it social standing, perfection, or recognition? In this account, we see two responses to Jesus. 
· Simon’s measured, cautious respect. The Woman’s lavish, selfless devotion. The woman’s love is not simply emotional; it is visible, tangible, and sacrificial. She washes his feet with her tears, wipes them with her hair, kisses them, and anoints them with costly perfume. In contrast Simon offers the formalities expected of a host yet fails to demonstrate the depth of hospitality or acknowledgment of Christ’s presence.
· Jesus uses this moment to teach a timeless lesson: “I tell you, her sins-and they are many-have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” The forgiveness offered by Jesus is transformative. It awakens the heart to a love that sees beyond social labels and past transgressions; it inspires gratitude expressed in acts of humility and devotion.
· Today, as we explore “Love that Sees,” we will examine the contrast between shallow formalities and heartfelt devotion, the humility required to love as God loves, and the way true awareness of our forgiveness fuels extravagant love. 
· Let us open our hearts to this passage, to see not only the woman weeping at His feet but also ourselves invited to respond to the forgiveness and love that Jesus offers to each of us. May the Spirit guide us as we discern how to embody this love that truly sees.

1. The Scene of Contrast (vv. 36-39)
a. Simon the Pharisee invites Jesus but offers no warmth.
b. The Woman, known as a sinner, enters and pours out love.
c. Contrast in posture: Simon stands in judgment; the woman kneels in worship.
d. Key Insight: Love sees Jesus as worthy, regardless of social norms or personal shame.
e. Matthew 23:23: What sorrow awaits you teachers of the religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law-justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.
f. Matthew 23:3: So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they preach.

2. The Parable of Two Debtors (vv. 40-43)
a. Jesus tells of two debtors: one forgiven a small debt, the other a large one.
b. Simon answers correctly: the one forgiven more loves more.
c. Key Insight: Forgiveness fuels love. The deeper our awareness of grace, the greater our devotion.
d. Read Matthew 18:21-35

3. Jesus Sees the Heart (vv. 44-47)
a. Jesus contrasts Simon’s lack of hospitality with the woman’s extravagant love.
b. He says, “Her many sins have been forgiven-as her great love has shown.”
c. Key Insight: Jesus sees what others overlook, repentance, gratitude, and love.
d. Luke 21:1-4

4. The Gift of Peace (vv. 48-50)
a. Jesus declares the woman’s sin forgiven.
b. He sends her away with peace, a public affirmation of her restored identity.
c. Key Insight: Love that sees leads to peace that stays.
d. John 14:27: “I am leaving you with a gift-peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.

Application:
· Do we see others as Jesus does? Beyond labels, into the heart
· Are we aware of our own need for grace? Awareness deepens love.
· How do we respond to forgiveness? With worship, humility, and bold love.


Conclusion:
· Luke 7:36-50 presents a profound lesson on love, forgiveness, and faith, using the encounter between Jesus, Simon the Pharisee, and the sinful woman as a transformative example. The key conclusions from this passage are:
· Recognition of One’s Need for Forgiveness: The sinful woman acknowledges her moral debt and approaches Jesus with humility, demonstrating that true love starts with understanding our need for grace.
· Forgiveness Inspires Love: Jesus’ parable of the two debtors illustrates that those who have been forgiven greatly, naturally respond with greater love. The woman’s actions: washing, anointing, and kissing Jesus’ feet reflect a heart moved by forgiveness, contrasting sharply with Simon’s formal, restrained adherence to religious norms.
· Faith as a Catalyst for Salvation: Jesus declares, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace” (v. 50), emphasizing that it is not ritual or status that redeems, but faith and sincere devotion.
· Love Overcomes Social Barriers: The woman ignores societal judgment and demonstrates bold, active love. The story illustrates that sincere devotion often transcends social expectations and appearances.
· Invitation to Personal Reflection: Believers are challenged to examine their own hearts: Are we slow to love and quick to judge, like Simon, or aware of our need for God and eager to express gratitude and devotion like the woman.
· Practical Application: True love for Christ manifests in humility, gratitude, and service. By recognizing God’s mercy in our own lives, we are inspired to extend forgiveness and compassion to others, embodying the transformative power of Grace.
· Luke 7:36-50 teaches that love seen through the lens of forgiveness and faith is profound, active, and transformative. Those who perceive the magnitude of God’s mercy respond with heartfelt devotion, and it is this love rooted in repentance and faith that reflects the essence of living in communion with Christ.
· The passage underscores that great love follows great forgiveness, genuine faith brings peace, and openness of heart allows divine grace to ignite transformative devotion. To “love much,” we must first recognize and receive God’s boundless grace.
