Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
Hebrews 12:1-3

Recap:
· “The First Sacrifice: Love that Covers” (Genesis 3:21)
· “Not My Will” (Luke 22:39-46)
· “A Life on the Altar: Living Sacrifices for God (Romans 12:1-2)
· Worship is a lifestyle: every decision, action, and thought honors God.
· Living Sacrifices are ongoing, daily surrender, not one-time offerings.
· Transformation is not behavior modification but spiritual metamorphosis.

Introduction
· Hebrews 12:1-3
· Today we gather around one of the most stirring exhortations in Scripture, a call to run the race of faith with endurance, focus, and courage. Hebrews 12:1-3 lifts our eyes from the distractions and discouragements of life and fixes them on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith.
· The passage begins with a powerful image: a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. There are heroes of the faith from Hebrews 11, men and women who ran their race with perseverance, despite trials, temptations, and suffering. Their lives echo through eternity, urging us to lay aside every weight and sin that clings so closely.
· But this race is not about speed, it is about endurance. And the key to enduring is not found in our own strength. It is found in looking to Jesus. He endured the cross, despised the shame, and now sits at the right hand of God. When we grow weary, when we want to give up, we are invited to consider Him, to reflect deeply on His journey, His sacrifice, and His victory.
· So today, as we open this passage, let us ask ourselves: What is weighing us down? What sins are entangling our steps? And most importantly, where are our eyes fixed? Let us prepare to run, not aimlessly, not alone, but with purpose, with community, and with our gaze locked on Jesus.

The Power of Perspective
· Illustration of a Marathon/Cross Country Runner
· “What gives someone the strength to endure suffering? Scripture tells us it is joy, not just any joy, but the joy set before us.”

1. The Race Marked before Us (v. 1)
a. “And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.”
b. Life is not a sprint. It is a marathon. Every believer has a unique course.
c. Application: Identify your race. What burdens or sins are slowing you down? What does perseverance look like in your current season?
d. 2 Timothy 4:7-8: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me-the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.

2. Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus (v. 2a)
a. “We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.”
b. Illustration: Like a child learning to walk by watching a parent, we learn endurance by watching Jesus.
c. Application: In moments of weariness, where are your eyes fixed? On the pain or on the Savior?
d. Colossians 3:1-2: Sine you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand.
e. 2 Corinthians 4:18: So we don’t look at troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.
f. Isaiah 26:3: You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you.
g. Matthew 14:29-30: Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted.

3. The Joy set before him (v. 2b)
a. “Because of the joy awaiting, he endured the cross…
b. What was that joy? Redemption. Reunion. Resurrection. You.
c. Jesus endured the shame of the cross because He saw beyond it, to the joy of saving you.
d. Application: What joy has God set before you? Eternal life, restored relationships, peace, healing, purpose.

4. Consider him… So, You Do not Grow Weary (v. 3)
a. “Think of all the hostility he endured…then you won’t become weary and give up.”
b. Weariness is real but it is not the end Jesus endured hostility, rejection, and pain, and He overcame.
c. Encouragement: You are not alone. Jesus understands your struggle. And He is cheering you on.
d. Matthew 11:28-30: Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”
e. Psalm 55:22: Give your burdens to the LORD, and he will take care of you. He will not permit the godly to slip and fall.

Conclusion
· As we close, let us remember the call of Hebrews 12:1-3: to run with endurance the race set before us, casting off every weight and sin that clings so closely. We are not alone in this journey, surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, inspired by their faith, and strengthened by the example of Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
· Let us fix our eyes on Him, not on the distractions, not on the weariness, not on the trials, but on Jesus, who endured the cross and despised its shame for the joy set before Him. The same joy is ours. The same strength is available to us. That same victory is promised. 
· So, run your race. Run with faith. Run with focus. Run with endurance. And when you grow weary, look to Jesus, and find your strength renewed.
