“A Life on the Altar: Living Sacrifices for God”
Romans 12:1-2

Recap:
· “The First Sacrifice: Love that Covers” (Genesis 3:21)
· “Not My Will” (Luke 22:39-46)
· The Struggle of Surrender (vv. 39-42)
· The Power of Prayer (vv. 41-44)
· The Cost of Obedience (vv. 44-46)

Introduction
· Romans 12:1-2
· Today, we gather around one of the most transformative calls in all of Scripture, a call not to a moment, but to a lifestyle. In Romans 12:1-2, the Apostle Paul did not ask us to simply believe something or feel something. He urges us to become something: living sacrifices.
· “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice, the kind he will find acceptable. This is the way to worship him. Do not copy the behavior and customs of this world but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good, pleasing, and perfect.
· This is not language of convenience. It is the language of consecration. Paul is painting a picture of a life laid down, not on a literal altar of stone, but on the altar of daily obedience, surrender, and worship.
· In the Old Testament, sacrifices were placed on the altar and consumed by fire. But Paul flips the script: we are to be living sacrifices. That means we stay on the altar, not just once, but every day. Not just in church, but in our homes, our workplaces, our relationships, our decisions.
· This morning, I want to ask you: Is your life on the altar? Have you given God not just Sunday Morning, but your Monday through Saturday? Not just your words, but your will?
· In a world that constantly pulls us to conform, to blend in, to compromise, to chase comfort. God calls us to be transformed. To live differently. To think differently. To love differently.
· So today, let us explore what it means to live a life on the altar. A life that says, “Not my will, but Yours be done.” A life that reflects the mercy of God not just in belief, but in behavior. A life that is holy, pleasing, and fully surrendered to the One who gave everything for us.
· Let Us Begin.

· We are to shift from Doctrine to Devotion
· Romans 1:11 lays the theological foundation: sin, salvation, grace, and justification.
· Romans 12 marks a pivot, Paul moves from what we believe to how we live.
· The image of a “living sacrifice have not resonated with both Jewish and Roman Audiences, offering oneself fully to God was radical.

1. The Call to Present Ourselves (v. 1a)
a. Paul urges believers to respond to God’s mercy by offering their bodies, not dead animals, but living, breathing lives.
b. This is spiritual worship, not confined to Sunday rituals but expressed in daily obedience.
c. Application: What areas of your life, habits, relationships, time need to be placed on the altar.
d. Matthew 6:33: Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give everything you need.
e. Luke 14:26-27: If you want to be my disciple, by comparison, hate everyone else-your father and mother, wife and children, brothers, and sisters-yes, even your ow life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple.

2. Holy and Acceptable (v. 1b)
a. Holiness means being set apart for God’s Purposes.
b. Acceptable means pleasing God, not perfection, but sincere surrender.
c. Illustration: Like an athlete who trains relentlessly, our devotion should be intentional and disciplined.
d. 1 Samuel 15:22: But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burn offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice and submission is better than offering the fat of rams.
e. Proverbs 21:3: The LORD is more pleased when we do what is right and just than when we offer him sacrifices.

3. Do not Conformed…Be Transformed (v. 2)
a. The World pressures us to fit its mold; values, priorities, and identity.
b. Transformation begins with the renewal of the mind, through Scripture, prayer, and community.
c. Application: What worldly patterns are you resisting? How are you renewing your mind daily?
d. 1 Corinthians 15:33: Don’t be fooled by those who say such things, for “bad company corrupts good character.”
e. Psalm 1: Read It.

Application:
1. Worship is a lifestyle: every decision, action, and thought honors God.
2. Living Sacrifices are ongoing, daily surrender, not one-time offerings.
3. Transformation is not behavior modification but spiritual metamorphosis.

Conclusion:
· Beloved, as we stand at the edge of this message, let us not merely walk away with inspiration but with transformation.
· Paul’s call in Romans 12:1-2 is not a suggestion. It is a divine summon. He pleads with us, “by the mercies of God,” to offer our bodies, not just our words, our Sundays, or our good intentions, but our entire lives, as a living sacrifices. This is not a one-time act. It is a daily surrender, a moment-by-moment offering.
· What does life on the altar look like?
· It is a life that says, “Not my will, but Yours be done.”
· It is a heart that chooses holiness over comfort.
· It is a mind that refuses to be conformed to the patterns of this world but is renewed by the Spirit of God.
· It is a soul that burns with the desire to please God above all else.
· The Altar is not a place of death; it is a place of life.
· When we lay ourselves down, we do not lose, we gain. We gain clarity, purpose, joy, and intimacy with the father. We become vessels of His glory, agents of His will, and reflection of His love.
· So, I ask you today: Is your life on the altar? Have you truly surrendered all? Are you being transformed, or are you still being conformed.
· Let us leave this place not with a sermon in our ears, but with a sacrifice in our hearts.
· Let your life be the sermon. Let your altar be your lifestyle. Let your worship be your walk.
· And may the world see in you the beauty of a life fully surrendered to God.

