Not My Will
Luke 22:39-46

Recap:
· “The First Sacrifice: Love that Covers” (Genesis 3:21)
· The Cost of Covering: A Sacrifice Was Made
· The Gift of Grace: God Clothes the Guilty
· The Foreshadowing of Redemption: Christ in the Garden

Introduction:
· Luke 22:39-46
· There are moments in life when surrender is the hardest thing to do, when the weight of what lies ahead presses so heavily on our hearts that we cry out for another way. In Luke 22:39-46, we find Jesus in such a moment. In the quiet shadows of Gethsemane, just steps away from betrayal and the cross, He kneels in agony, not because He lacks courage, but because He is fully human and fully aware of the suffering to come.
· And yet, in that garden, Jesus utters one of the most powerful prayers ever recorded: “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” This is not a prayer of resignation; it is a declaration of trust. It is the heart of obedience. It is the model for every believer who has ever wrestled with God’s will.
· Today, we step into that sacred space with Jesus, not to observe from a distance, but to learn what it means to say, “Not my will.” What does surrender look like when the cost is high? How do we trust God when the path is painful? And how can we find strength, like Jesus did, to rise from prayer and walk in obedience? 
· Let us journey into the garden together.

1. The Struggle of Surrender (vv. 39-42)
a. Jesus, fully divine yet fully human, wrestles with the coming suffering.
b. He asks “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from me.”
c. This is not Weakness, it is honesty. Jesus models how to bring our deepest fears to God.
d. Application: God invites us to bring our raw emotions, doubts, and desires to Him.
e. Psalm 62:8- O my people, trust in him at all times. Pour out your heart to him, for God is our refuge.

2. The Power of Prayer (vv. 41-44)
a. Jesus withdraws to pray; alone, vulnerable, and desperate.
b. Prayer is not ritual here; it is a lifeline.
c. “Then an angel from heaven appeared and strengthened him.” God does not always remove the cup, but he strengthens us to drink it.
d. Application: In seasons of agony, prayer connects us to divine strength.
e. James 5:16b- The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.
f. John 14:13-14- You can ask anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

3. The Cost of Obedience (vv. 44-46)
a. Jesus prays more earnestly, and His sweat becomes like drops of blood.
b. Obedience is costly, it may involve pain, sacrifice, and loneliness.
c. Yet Jesus rises from prayer with resolve. He is ready to face the cross.
d. Application: True surrender leads to peace, even in the storm.
e. Luke 18:18-23 (Read It and Explain It).

Conclusion:
· As we reflect on Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, we see not weakness, but divine strength. In His moment of anguish, He chose surrender over resistance, obedience over comfort, and God’s will over His own. “Yet I want your will to be done, not mine” was not just a phrase, it was the heartbeat of redemption.
· Let this be our posture too. When life presses us like olives in the garden, when the cup before us is bitter, may we echo Christ’s prayer. Not with resignation, but with trust. Not with fear, but with faith. Because in surrender, we find victory. In obedience, we find peace. And in God’s will, we find purpose.
· So today, may we leave this place not just inspired, but transformed, ready to say, in every circumstance, “Yet I want your will be done, not mine.”
