Sermon Series: Sacrifice
“The First Sacrifice: Love that Covers.”
Genesis 3:21

· We all know what it feels like to be exposed, caught in a moment of failure, shame, or regret. From the garden of Eden to the quiet corners of our own hearts, sin leaves us vulnerable, naked, and afraid. Genesis 3:21 is just one verse, but it carries the weight of divine compassion. After Adam and Eve rebelled, after the curse was spoken, God id something unexpected: He made garments of skin and clothed them.
· This was not just a practical act; it was prophetic one. In the midst of judgment, God provided covering. In the shadow of sin, He offered grace. This verse whispers the gospel long before the cross was raised. It points to a God who does not abandon us in our brokenness but moves toward us with mercy.
· Today, we will explore how this single verse reveals the heart of God, a heart that covers shame, initiates redemption, and foreshadows the ultimate sacrifice that would clothe us in righteousness. Let us step into the garden again, not to relive the fall, but to rediscover the grace that met humanity there.

1. The Cost of Covering: A Sacrifice Was Made
a. Garments of skin imply an animal was slain, the first death in history.
b. Sin always demands a cost: “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” (Hebrews 9:22b)
c. God initiates the sacrificial system here, foreshadowing Christ.
d. Romans 5:13-21
e. Application: Sin is not trivial. It costs life. But God paid the price: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

2. The Gift of Grace: God Clothes the Guilty
a. Adam tried fig leaves-man’s attempt to cover shame.
b. God replaces their effort with His provision.
c. This is grace in action: undeserved, unearned, initiated by God.
d. Application: We often try to cover our guilt with virtuous deeds, distractions, or denial. Only God’s covering truly restores.
e. Ephesians 2:8-9: God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you cannot take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.

3. The Foreshadowing of Redemption: Christ in the Garden
a. The acts point forward to the Lamb of God.
b. From Eden to Calvary, God plan was always to cover sin through sacrifice.
c. Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of this first act of mercy.
d. Application: The cross is not a new idea; it is the climax of a story that began at Eden.
e. John 19:30: When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his Spirit.
f. Greek Word Tetelestai: perfect tense verb in Greek meaning action completed in the past but still having a lasting effect in the present and continues to so into the future. To bring to an end, complete, accomplish, to fulfill, or to finish.
i. Fulfillment of Divine Mission and Scripture
ii. End of the Sacrificial System
iii. Debt Paid in Full
iv. New Beginning and Victory
Conclusion:
· Genesis 3:21 is more than a footnote in the story of the Fall, it is a glimpse into the heart of God. After Adam and Eve’s rebellion, shame, and hiding, God does something unexpected: He covers them. Not with fig leaves of their own making, but with garments of skin-costly, sacrificial, and sufficient.
· This act foreshadows the gospel. Even in judgment, God moves toward His people with mercy. He does not leave them exposed to their sin; He covers them with grace. The first sacrifice points to the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus Christ, who bore our shame and clothed us in righteousness. 
· So, as we leave today, let us remember we are not defined by our failures, but by the covering of Christ. Where sin abounds, grace abounds more. Let us walk not hiding, but in hope. Not in shame, but in the shelter of God’s love.
· You are covered. You are seen. You are loved.
· 1 Corinthians 15:45-49
