When God Builds a Church
Psalm 127:1
Introduction:
· Today we gather not simply to admire walls, beams, and bricks, but to celebrate the faithfulness of God. This building is more than stone and structure; it is a testimony to prayer answered, vision fulfilled, and a future entrusted to Christ.
· Every generation of God’s people has raised places of worship; not to glorify human achievement, but to declare that the Lord dwells among His people. Just as Solomon dedicated the temple with thanksgiving, we dedicate this house of worship as a place where burdens will be lifted, hearts will be healed, and lives will be transformed by the presence of Jesus.
· This moment is not about what we have built, but about what God will build within us. May this space be a lighthouse of hope, a sanctuary of peace and a launching ground for mission. As we dedicate this building, we dedicate ourselves anew to the work of the kingdom.

1. God’s Presences is the True Dedication.
a. The temple was filled with God’s glory, not just human achievement.
b. This building is dedicated only if God dwells among His people here.
c. 2 Chronicles 7:1-3: When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down from heaven and burned up the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the glorious presence of the LORD filled the Temple. The priests could not enter the Temple of the LORD because the glorious presence of the LORD filled it. When all the people of Israel saw the fire coming down and glorious presence of the LORD filling the Temple, they fell face down on the ground and worshiped and praised the LORD saying, “He is good! His faithful love endures forever!”
d. The Chapter Before, Solom prays and dedicates the temple to the Lord and God’s glory filled it.
e. Application: Seek His presence in worship, prayer, and ministry.

2. God’s People are the Living Stones
a. The building is a tool, but the church is the people.
b. We are called to be holy, set apart, and built together in unity.
c. 1 Peter 2:4-5: You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor. And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God. 
d. Believers are living stones, built into a spiritual house.
e. Ephesians 2:19-22: So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. Together we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.
f. We are God’s dwelling place, built together in Christ.
g. Application: Dedication means committing ourselves to be His dwelling place.

3. God’s Mission is the Purpose
a. Buildings are not monuments but launching pads for ministry.
b. This place should be a refuge for the hurting, training ground for disciples, and a lighthouse for the lost.
c. Psalm 127:1: Unless the LORD builds a house, the work of the builders is wasted.
d. Application: Dedicate the building to service, outreach, and transformation.

Conclusion:
· Today we stand not merely in a building of brick, stone, and wood, but in a testimony of God’s faithfulness. This place is not defined by its walls, but by the worship that will rise within them, the prayers that will be lifted, and the lives that will be transformed. As Solomon prayed at the dedication of the temple, he asked that God’s eyes would be open toward it day and night, and that His ears would hear the prayers offered here (1 Kings 8:29). So, we ask the same: 
· (Ask Elders to come up) Lord let this house be filled with your presence, may it be a beacon of hope to all who enter.” 
· Let us remember: this building is not the finish line, but the starting point. It is a launching pad for ministry, a shelter for the weary, a place for healing for the broken, and a lighthouse for the lost. May every sermon preached, every song sung, every child taught, and every act of service offered here point people to Jesus Christ, the true cornerstone.” 
· So today, we dedicate this building to the glory of God. May His Spirit dwell richly here, may His Word go forth with power, and may His love be made known in every corner. And may we the living stones, continue to build a spiritual house that honors Him until the day we see him face to face.”
· To God be the glory, great things He has done; and greater things He will yet do.” Amen!! 
