Moving Forward with Hope
Isaiah 43:18-19

Introduction:
· These are the moments in life when the past feels louder than the future. Old failures echo. Former seasons tug at us. Even blessings from yesterday can become barriers if we cling to them too tightly. Israel knew that feeling well. They were a people with a long history; some glorious, some painful, but God interrupts their backward gaze with a startling command: “Forget the Former Things.”
· Not because the past did not matter, but because God was not finished. He was writing a new chapter, opening a new path, preparing a new work. And the same God who spoke to Israel speaks to us today.
· Sometimes we stand at the edge of a new season and all we can see is wilderness. But God says, “I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” In other words Where you see impossibility, I see opportunity. Where you see dryness, I see the beginning of rivers. Where you see an ending. I see a beginning.
· This passage invites us to lift our eyes from what was and lean into God is doing now. It is a call to release the weight of yesterday and step forward with expectation. Hope is not wishful thinking; it is confidence that God is already at work in places we have not even stepped into yet. Today, as we open this text, we are not just studying ancient words. We are stepping into a divine invitation: Move Forward. Trust Again. Hope Again. God is doing a new thing.

1. Looking Back with Gratitude
a. Every Anniversary is a reminder that the church is not held together by human strength but by God’s steady faithfulness.
i. Every Prayer prayed
ii. Every Soul Saved
iii. Every Trial Overcome
iv. Every blessing received
b. These moments are a testimony that God has walked with this church from the beginning. We honor the past; not to live in it, but to recognize the God who carried us through it.
c. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.
d. Hebrews 3:8-11: don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the wilderness. There your ancestors tested and tried my patience, even though they saw miracles for forty years. So I was angry with them and said, Their hearts always turn away from me. They refuse to do what I tell them. So in my anger I took an oath: ‘They will never enter my place of rest.’” (Learn from the Past)

2. Standing Firm in the Present
a. Anniversaries and New Year moments remind us that the church is not a building but a living community of believers. 
i. A Place where Burdens are lifted.
ii. A Place where gifts are discovered.
iii. A Place where love is practiced.
iv. A Place where Christ is exalted.
b. Right now, in this season, God is shaping us, stretching us, and preparing us for what is next.
c. Hebrews 3:12-14: Be careful then dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is still “today,” so that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God. For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ.
d. Matthew 6:34: So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

3. Moving Forward with Vision and Hope
a. Isaiah says, “See I am doing a new thing.” God is not done with this church. He is not done with you. The New Year is an invitation to step into:
i. New Faith
ii. New Obedience
iii. New Opportunities
iv. New Spiritual Growth
b. God’s “new thing” is not always loud or dramatic. Sometimes it begins as a whisper, a stirring, a small seed of change. But it grows.
c. Hebrews 4:9: So there is a special rest still waiting for the people of God.
d. Psalm 32:8: The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.
e. Philippians 3:13-14: No dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.

4. A Call to Renewed Commitment.
a. As we enter a new year and celebrate another year of ministry, God calls us to recommit ourselves to His mission:
i. To Love Deeply
ii. To Serve Faithfully
iii. To Give Generously
iv. To Walk Humbly
b. The Church becomes stronger when every member says, “Here am I, Lord. Use Me.”
c. Romans 12:2: Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
d. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

5. A Future filled with God Promises
a. Philippians 4:19: reminds us that God supply all our needs and take care of us. The church’s best days are not behind it. They are ahead. Why? Because:
i. God is still saving.
ii. God is still healing.
iii. God is still calling.
iv. God is still moving.
b. And He will continue to do so as long as we remain faithful.
c. Romans 8:28: And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.

Conclusion:
· As we come to the close of this message, hear again the heartbeat of God through Isaiah’s words: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!”
· God is not asking us to pretend the past never happened. He is inviting us to stop letting it define what He can do next. The same God who parted seas, fed prophets in famine, and raised dry bones to life is still speaking, still moving, still creating new possibilities where we thought the story was finished.
· What does moving forward look like?
· Releasing Old Burdens so our hands are free to receive what God is giving next.
· Trusting God’s timing even when the path ahead is not fully visible.
· Expecting new growth in places that once felt barren.
· Walking boldly because God promises to make “a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
· Final Encouragement: Hope is not wishful thinking. Hope is confidence anchored in the character of God. If He says He is doing a new thing, then newness is already breaking through the soil of your life, even if you cannot see the sprouts yet.
· So, step into this new year with our eyes lifted and our hearts open. God is not finished. God is not silent. God is not distant. He is already ahead of you, preparing the way, shaping the future, and inviting you to walk into it with courage.
· Move forward with hope; because the God who makes rivers in deserts is making a way for you. 
