Christmas Sermon Series: Gift Exchange
Give God Your Sin-Receive His Salvation
Luke 2:8-14
Recap:
· Give God Your Worry-Receive Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7)
· Give God Your Hurts-Receive Healing (Isaiah 53:3-5; Luke 2:10-11)
· Give God Your Grief Receive Joy (Psalm 34:15)
· God Understands our Grief. 
· The Gift Exchange: Trading Grief for Joy
· How to Give God Your Grief
· Receiving Joy: A Deeper Kind

Introduction:
· Luke 2:8-14
· We live in a world that teaches us to hide our flaws, mask our failures, and pretend we have it all together. But the gospel invites us to do the opposite. It calls us to bring our brokenness, our guilt, our shame, and our sin into the light. Not to be condemned, but to be healed.
· Today, we are stepping into the heart of the gospel: the divine exchange. God does not ask us to clean ourselves up before coming to Him. He simply says, “Come.” Come with your sin, and He will give you salvation. Come with your wounds, and He will heal you healing. Come with your emptiness, and He will fill you with life.
· This is not a transaction based on merit; it is a gift rooted in mercy. The cross of Christ stands as the ultimate invitation: “Give Me Your Sin, and I will give you, My righteousness.” That is the scandal of grace. That is the beauty of salvation.
· So, as we open God’s Word today, let us do so with open hearts. Let us be honest about our needs and bold in our hope. Because when we give God our sin, we do not walk away empty, we walk away redeemed.

Key Verses
· Isaiah 9:6-7: For a child is born to us a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
· Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.
· 1 John 1:9: But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 

1. The Reality of Sin
a. Definition: Sin as a separation from God, rebellion, and brokenness.
b. Universality: Romans 3:23 “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.
c. Illustration: The darkness of the world before Christ’s birth-spiritual longing and moral decay
i. John 1 (Read It)
ii. Hebrews 11:35b; 40: But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free.
iii. John 3:19-21: And judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.

2. The Gift of Salvation
a. God’s Initiative: He sent His Son not because we were good, but because He is gracious.
b. The Incarnation: Jesus came into the world to save sinners:
i. 1 Timothy 1:15: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
c. Contrast: We give God our guilt, and He gives us grace.
i. Ephesians 2:8-9: God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
ii. Titus 2:11: For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people.
iii. 2 Corinthians 12:9: Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.”

3. The Great Exchange
a. Our Part: Confession, Repentance, Surrender
b. God’s Part: Forgiveness, Redemption, adoption
c. Illustration: Like exchanging tattered rags for royal robes, He takes our shame and clothes us in righteousness

4. The Christmas Invitation
a. Call to Action: This Christmas, do not just receive earthly gifts, receive the eternal gift. 
b. Personal Appeal: “Unwrap” Salvation by trusting in Christ.
c. Visual: Wrap a gift labeled “Salvation” and unwrapping it during the sermon

Conclusion:
· Sin is heavy. It stains, it separates, it wounds. But the good news, the best news, is that God does not ask us to clean ourselves up before coming to Him. He invites us to bring our sin, our shame, our brokenness, and lay it at the foot of the cross. In return, He offers forgiveness, freedom, and eternal life through Jesus Christ.
· This is the great: our guilt for His grace, our rebellion for His redemption, and our death for His life.
· So today do not hold back. Do not hide. Give God your sin, not just the obvious ones, but the hidden ones too. And receive His salvation, full and free. Let the blood of Jesus wash you clean. Let His Spirit renew your heart. Let His love rewrite your story. Because when you give God your sin, you do not just receive salvation, you receive Him.
