Christmas Sermon Series: Gift Exchange
Give God Your Worry-Receive Peace
Isaiah 9:6-7
Introduction: 
· We live in a world that thrives on anxiety. From the moment we wake up, we are bombarded with headlines, deadlines, and personal struggles that whisper, “You are not enough. You are not safe. You are not in control.” Worry has become a constant companion, one we never invited, yet rarely dismissed.
· But what if peace is not found in solving every problem, but in surrendering them?
· Jesus offers a radical invitation. “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are wary and carry burdens, and I will give you rest.”” This is not a suggestion; it is a promise. When we give God our worry, we are not just unloading our burdens; we are making room for His peace to take residence in our hearts.
· Today, we are going to explore how worry distorts our view of God, how peace is more than a feeling, it is a fruit of trust and how surrendering our anxiety is the first step toward living in the freedom Christ died to give us.
· So, let us lean in. Let us be honest about the weight we carry. And let us discover the peace that comes when we place our worries in the hands of the One who holds the world.

1. The Chaos of Christmas
a. The season is filled with joy but also stress, loneliness, and pressure.
b. We worry about finances, family tensions, expectations, and even spiritual emptiness.
c. Like the crowded inn in Bethlehem, our hearts can feel too full to welcome peace.
d. Philippians 4:6-7: Do not worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank him for what he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.
e. John 14:27: “I am leaving you with a gift-peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give.

2. The divine Gift Exchange 
a. God invites us to give Him our worry and in return, he gives us His Peace
b. This is not a transaction of equal value. It is grace.
c. Jesus came not just to save, but to soothe. Not just to redeem, but to restore.
d. 1 Peter 5:7: Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.

3. Peace is a Person
a. Peace is not a feeling, it is found in Jesus Himself, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6)
b. When the angels declared “Peace on earth,” they were not offering a concept, they were announcing a Savior.
c. True peace begins when we surrender control and trust the One who holds tomorrow.
d. Colossians 3:15: “And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body, you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.”

4. How to Receive His Peace
a. Pray with Honesty-Tell God your fears and frustrations.
b. Trust His Promises-He is faithful to carry your burdens.
c. Focus on His presence-Peace grows when we dwell in Him not in our problems.
d. Isaiah 26:3: You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!
Conclusion:
· When we choose to give God our worry, we are not just letting go of fear, we are stepping into the promise of peace. Jesus does not offer a life free from trouble, but He does offer Himself: The Prince of Peace, the One who calms storms with a word and carries our burdens with compassion.
· So today, let us make the exchange. Lay down your anxiety, your fear, your restless thoughts. In return, receive the peace that surpasses understanding, a peace rooted not in circumstances, but in the presence of Christ. He is faithful. He is near. And He is ready to trade your worries for His perfect peace. 
· Let this be the posture of your heart: open hands, surrendered spirit, and a soul anchored in the truth that God cares for you.
· “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares for you.                (1 Peter 5:7)
