The Wonder of The Cross
Galatians 6:11-18
Recap:
· No Other Gospel (Galatians 1:1-10)
· God Made Not Man Made (Galatians 1:11-2:10)
· The Wrong Compromise (Galatians 2:11-15)
· Living by Faith (Galatians 2:17-21)
· Faith Over Flesh (Galatians 3:1-14)
· Why Grace Still Reigns (Galatians 3:15-25)
· Living as Heirs in Christ (Galatians 3:16-4:7)
· Personal Plea (Galatians 4:8-20)
· Living in Freedom (Galatians 4:21-5:1)
· Standing Firm in Freedom (Galatians 5:2-12)
· Freedom to Love (Galatians 5:19-26)
· The Litmus Test (Galatians 5:19-26)
· The Weight We Carry (Galatians 6:1-5)
· Sowing in the Spirit (Galatians 6:6-10)
· Sharing with those who Teach (v. 6)
· The Law of the Harvest (vv. 7-8)
· Perseverance in Doing Good (v. 9)
· Opportunity and Priority in Doing Good (v. 10)

Introduction:
· Galatians 6:11-18
· Have you ever noticed how people sign off letters with a flourish, a final thought, a signature that says, “This is Me?” In Galatians 6:11-18, Paul picks up the pen himself. After dictating most of the letters, he writes in large letters not because he is showing off, but because he is bearing his soul. These are not just closing remarks. They are a final plea, a passionate summary, a personal testimony.
· Paul is not interested in religious performance or outward appearances. He is not impressed by circumcision or ceremonial pride. He is pointing us to something deeper: the cross of Christ. That is the only boast worth making. And then he says something startling he bears on his body the marks of Jesus. Not metaphorical marks. Real scars. Real suffering. Real Devotion
· Today, we are going to explore what it means to live marked by grace, not by guilt. To boast in the cross, not in our credentials. To walk in peace and mercy, not performance and pressure. Paul’s final words are a call to authenticity, to transformation, and to a life shaped by the crucified and risen Christ.

1. Paul’s Final Emphasis (v. 11)
a. Paul writes with large letters, to emphasize the importance of his final words.
b. This signals a personal and passionate appeal, not just theological instruction.
c. Read Galatians 4:8-20

2. Warning against Flesh-Centered Religion (vv. 12-13)
a. Judaizers compel circumcision to avoid persecution and boast in outward conformity.
b. Their motives are self-serving, not Christ-Centered.
c. They do not keep the law themselves but want others to conform for their own pride.
d. Ephesians 2:8-10: God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you cannot take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
e. Read Romans 7:18-25

3. Boasting in the Cross Alone (v. 14)
a. Paul rejects all boasting except in the cross of Christ.
b. The cross is the centerpiece of Christian Identity not law, not works or not status.
c. Through the cross, the world is crucified to Paul, he to the world.
d. 1 Corinthians 1:18: The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God.
e. Colossians 2:14: He canceled the record of the charges against 

4. A New Creation Over Rituals (v. 15)
a. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters what counts is being a new creation.
b. Christianity is about transformation, not tradition.
c. 1 Corinthians 5:16-17: So, we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun.
d. Read Galatians 5:16-26

5. Peace and Mercy for the True Israel (v. 16)
a. Paul blesses those who walk by this rule peace and mercy upon them.
b. Some translation has “Israel of God” likely refers to spiritual Israel, those who are truly God’s people by faith.
c. Read Galatians 3:6-9
d. John 14:27: “I am leaving you with a gift-peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So do not be troubled or afraid.
e. Matthew 28:20b: “And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

6. Bearing the Marks of Jesus (v. 17)
a. Paul bears physical scars form persecution proof of his commitment to Christ.
b. These marks are his credentials, not circumcision or legalistic observance.
c. 2 Corinthians 11:25: Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea.
d. Read Galatians 5:11-12

7. Final Bendicion (v. 18)
a. Paul closes with a prayer of grace the very heart of the gospel.
b. Grace is the antidote to legalism and the source of spiritual life.


Conclusion/Application
· As Paul closes his letter to the Galatians, he writes with large letters not just for emphasis, but to underscore the urgency and weight of his message. He warns against those who boast in outward religious signs, like circumcision, while neglecting the inward transformation of the heart. Instead, Paul declares, “As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14a).
· This is the heart of the gospel: not performance, not appearance, not religious pride but the cross. The cross is where our sin was nailed, our shame was silenced, and our new creation was born. Through it, the world has been crucified to us, and we to the world. We are no longer defined by external markers, but by the grace of Christ that makes us new.
· So, as we leave this message, let us ask:
· What are we boasting about?
· What defines our identity?
· Are we living as new creations, marked by grace, peace, and mercy?
· Let the cross be our only boast. Let grace be our banner. And let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts as we walk in the Spirit, sowing seeds of eternal life.
· “May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your Spirit. Amen”  (v. 18)
