Standing Firm in Freedom
Galatians 5:2-12

Recap: 
· No Other Gospel (Galatians 1:1-10)
· God Made Not Man Made (Galatians 1:11-2:10)
· The Wrong Compromise (Galatians 2:11-15)
· Living by Faith (Galatians 2:17-21)
· Faith Over Flesh (Galatians 3:1-14)
· Why Grace Still Reigns (Galatians 3:15-25)
· Living as Heirs in Christ (Galatians 3:26-4:7)
· Personal Plea (Galatians 4:8-20)
· Living in Freedom (Galatians 4:21-5:1)
· The Appeal to the Law (4:21)
· The Historical Allegory (4:22-23)
· Spiritual Interpretation (4:24-27)
· The Application to Believers (4:28-31)
· The Call to Freedom (Galatians 5:1)

Introduction:
· Galatians 5:2-12
· “So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied up again in slavery to the law.”
· Freedom. It is a word that stirs emotion, evokes history, and inspires action. We celebrate it in our nations, we long for it in our souls, and we fight for it in our lives. But the freedom Paul speaks of in Galatians is not political or social-it is spiritual. It is the kind of freedom that breaks chains no government can see, and lifts burdens no law can legislate.
· Today, we gather not just to reflect on the freedom Christ has won for us, but to ask a deeper question: Are we standing firm in that freedom-or slowly slipping back into the shadows of bondage?
· Paul’s warning is clear: freedom in Christ is not automatic. It must be guarded, cherished, and lived out. The enemy of our souls would love nothing more than to drag us back into legalism, guilt, and fear. But Christ calls us to stand-firmly, boldly, and joyfully-in the liberty He purchased with His blood.
· So, as we open God’s Word today, let us explore:
· What this freedom truly means
· What threatens to steal it?
· And how we can stand firm, not just today, but every day.
· Because freedom in Christ is not just a doctrine-it is a lifestyle. And it is time we lived like we are truly free.

1. The Danger of Legalism (vv. 2-4)
a. Paul’s Warning: Accepting circumcision nullifies Christ’s benefit (v. 2)
b. Obligation to the Whole Law: Legalism demands full compliance (v. 3)
c. Falling from Grace: Trusting Law over Christ severs us from grace (v. 4)
d. Application: Are we Trusting in rituals or rules to earn God’s favor? Christ alone is sufficient.

2. The Power of Faith Working Through Love (vv. 5-6)
a. Hope Through the Spirit: True righteousness comes by faith    (v. 5)
b. No Value in Eternal Rituals: What matters is faith expressing itself in love (v. 6)
c. Reflection: Is our faith active in love or are we caught up in appearance?

3. The Influence of False Teachers (vv. 7-10)
a. Hindrance in the Race: Someone cut in and disrupted their spiritual progress (v. 7)
b. Not from God: False Teaching does not come from the One who calls us (v. 8)
c. Contamination Warning: A little legalism corrupts the whole (v. 9)
d. Confidence in Truth: Paul trusts they will return to the Gospel.
e. Challenge: Identify voices that pull you away from grace. Are they rooted in the truth?

4. The Offense of the Cross (v. 11)
a. Paul’s Clarification: He is not preaching circumcision-his message offends legalists.
b. The Cross is Offensive: Because it declares human effort insufficient.
c. Insight: The Gospel confronts pride. Are we willing to embrace its offense?

5. Paul’s Strong Rebuke (v. 12)
a. Extreme Language: Paul wishes false teachers would “mutilate themselves.”
b. Emotional Intensity: Reflects the seriousness of distorting the gospel.
c. Takeaway: Guard the purity of the gospel. It is worth defending passionately.

Conclusion/Application:
· As we close today, let us remember standing firm in faith is not a passive stance-it is a bold, intentional, and daily commitment. The Apostle Paul’s charge is clear: “Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be Strong” (1 Corinthians 16:13). This is not just a call; it is a battle cry.
· In a world that constantly shifts its values, where compromise is often easer than conviction, God calls us to be rooted, unwavering, and resolute. Like soldiers in spiritual armor (Ephesians 6), we are to stand not in our own strength but in the power of the Lord.
· So, I urge you.
· Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16)
· Be sober and vigilant, for the enemy prowls like a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).
· Pray in the Spirit on all occasions (Ephesians 6:18)
· And when trials come and they will-do not be shaken, for you are anchored in the Rock.
· Let your life be a testimony of perseverance, boldness, and unwavering trust in the grace of God. And may your faith, be tested and refined, shine like gold to those around you.
· “Stand firm in this grace” 1 Peter 5:12
· What is your faith? 
· The Ceremony 
· The Cross
