Personal Plea
Galatians 4:8-20

Recap:
· No Other Gospel (Galatians 1:1-10)
· God Made Not Man Made (Galatians 1:11-2:10)
· The Wrong Compromise (Galatians 2:11-15)
· Living by Faith (Galatians 2:17-21)
· Faith Over Flesh (Galatians 3:1-14)
· Why Grace Still Reigns (Galatians 3:15-25)
· Living as Heirs in Christ (Galatians 3:26-4:7)
· Our Identity in Christ (vv. 26-29)
· Our Past Condition (4:1-3)
· God’s Redemption Plan (4:4-5)
· Our Present Reality: Adoption and Intimacy (4:6-7)

Introduction:
· Galatians 4:8-20
· Good morning, beloved friends.
· Before we dive into Scripture today, I want to speak to you—not as a preacher behind a pulpit, but as someone walking this journey of faith right alongside you. This message is not just a sermon; it is a personal appeal. Because what I am about to share has stirred my own heart, challenged my own walk, and reminded me of the grace that meets us in our most vulnerable places.
· I am not here to impress you with eloquence or overwhelm you with theology. I am here to ask you to lean in—not just with your ears, but with your heart. Because God has something to say to you today. Something intimate. Something transformative. Something that might just shift the way you see yourself, your purpose, and your relationship with Him.
· So, let us set aside distractions. Let us quiet the noise. And let us open ourselves to the possibility that today could be the day everything changes.
· The Theme for Today: Freedom in Christ verses slavery to false gods or the law.

1. The Problem of Returning to Slavery (vv. 8-11)
a. Former State (v. 8): Paul reminds them of their previous bondage to idolatry.
i. 1 John 5:21: Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.
ii. 1 Corinthians 10:14: So, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols.
iii. Idolatry: worship of someone or something other than God as God.
b. Dilemma (v. 9): After coming to God Personally, why revert to “weak and useless spiritual principles” desiring to be enslaved again?
c. Legalistic Rituals (v. 10): Observing special days, months, seasons and years reflects a return to bondage under legalism.
d. Paul’s Fear (v. 11): He worries that his labor among them has been for nothing.

2. Paul’s Personal Appeal (vv. 12-16)
a. Become Like Me (v. 12): Paul urges the Galatians to imitate his example of freedom in Christ rather than reverting to bondage.
i. Philippians 3:17: Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow our example.
ii. Philippians 4:9: Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me-everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.
iii. 1 Corinthians 4:16: So I urge you to imitate me.
iv. 1 Corinthians 11:1: And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.
b. Past Relationship (vv. 13-14): Recalls how they warmly received him despite his weakness.
c. Love and a Blessing (v. 15): They once would have given him their eyes in love.
d. Present Estrangement (vv. 16-17): Paul senses hostility because he speaks the truth and warns them against false teachers.
e. “It’s Hard to Hear God’s Voice When You’ve Already Decided What You Want Him to Say.”

3. The Danger of Fase Teachers and Zeal (vv. 17-18)
a. False Teachers Motives (v. 17): They seek to win favor for themselves, not for Christ and aim to alienate the Galatians from Paul.
i. 2 Peter 2:1: But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden destruction on themselves.
ii. Galatians 1:7: but is not the Good News at all. You are being fooled by those who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ.
iii. 1 John 4:1: Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claim to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have come from God. For there are many false prophets in the world.
b. Healthy Zeal: Paul acknowledges that zeal is good if it is for the right cause, and it should persist consistently whether he is present or absent. (Galatians 1:6)

4. Paul’s Fatherly Concern and Labor for Spiritual Maturity (vv. 19-20)
a. Labor Pains (v. 19): Paul describes his ministry as a painful labor until Christ is fully formed in the believers (v. 19)
b. Emotional Vulnerability (v. 20): He wishes to be with them to help and encourage them but doubts their current spiritual condition.
c. Pastoral Heart: This Shows Paul’s deep love and investment in the Galatians’ Spiritual Growth
Conclusion/Application
· In Galatians 4:8-20, we witness not just theological argument but the raw emotion of a spiritual father pleading with his children. Paul’s voice trembles with urgency-not to win an argument, but to win back hearts. He reminds the Galatians of their past joy in Christ, their love for him, and the freedom they once embraced, Now, he sees them slipping into bondage again-not to pagan idols, but to legalism dressed in religious garb.
· This passage is a mirror for us. It asks: Have we traded intimacy with Christ for performance? Have we allowed outside voices to distort the gospel of grace.
· Paul’s plea is not just for the Galatians-it is for every believer tempted to abandon the simplicity of the gospel. His words echo through time: “Oh, my dear children! I feel as if I am going through labor pains for you again, and they will continue until Christ is fully developed in your lives.
· So let us leave behind the chains of legalism and return to joy of knowing Jesus. Let us be zealous for good, for truth, for grace. And let us never forget the love that first drew us in.
· May we hear Paul’s plea not as rebuke, but as a call to renewal.
