Stewardship Series: Talents
“True Greatness Through Service”
Mark 10:35-45
Recap:
· Ticker (Stewarding the Heart): Proverbs 4:23
· Treasures (True Riches: Trust, Generosity and Eternal Rewards):
1 Timothy 6:17-19
· Do not be Arrogant.
· Do not put your Hope in Wealth
· Put Your Hope in God
· Do Good, Be Rich in Good Deeds, Generous and Willing to Share
· Lay Up Treasures with the Firm Foundation
Intro:
· Mark 10:35-45
· Stewardship speaks of two critical realities. 
· God is owner of everything.
· God entrusts us to oversee some of his most special gifts.
· Abraham Kuyper (Dutch Theologian) “In the total expanse of human life there is not a single inch of which the Christ who alone is sovereign, does not declare “That is mine.”
· Psalm 139:13-15: For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
· Talents are Special “Gifts.” 
· Charisma: that which is freely and graciously given, favor bestowed gift.
· 1 Corinthians 12:4-7: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
· Two Left Turns (Ways people try to find their talent
· Puzzle (Questionnaires)
· Purpose 
· Soren Kierkegaard in his Book: Sickness unto Death
· It is normal state of the human heart to try to build its identity around something besides God. Spiritual Pride is the illusion that we are competent to run our lives, achieve our own sense of self-worth and find a purpose big enough to give meaning in life without God.
· Ecclesiastes 3:11: He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from beginning to the end.
· Leo Tolstoy: “At the thought of God, happy waves of life welled up inside me. Everything came alive and took meaning. The moment I thought I knew God, I lived. But the moment I forgot him, the moment I stopped believing, I also stopped living.”
· So, what does True Greatness Through Service look like?

1. The Misunderstanding of Greatness (Mark 10:35-37)
a. James and John request reveals their ambition and misunderstanding of Jesus’ mission.
b. Worldly Greatness often contrasts with Spiritual Greatness.

2. The Cost of Following Jesus (Mark 10:38-40)
a. Jesus challenges them asking if they can drink the cup He drinks or be baptized with His baptism.
b. True Discipleship requires Sacrifice and Challenges.

3. Greatness Redefined (Mark 10:41-45)
a. Jesus teaches greatness is found in serving not in being served.
b. v. 45: For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Conclusion: 
· There is no bench for the church. Christianity is not a bench sport.
· Timothy Keller quote from C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity Article.
· How are you using your talents? Are you seeking True Greatness?
