The Race (2 Timothy)
The Heart to Run the Race (2 Timothy 3:1-9)
Recap:
· Finish Chapter 1
· Enduring the Race (2 Timothy 2:1-13)
· Engaging Opponents in the Race (2 Timothy 2:14-26)
· Correct any Opponents in the Race (vv. 14-19)
· Demonstrate the Beauty of the Race (vv. 20-26)
· 2 Timothy 3:1-9
· If we run the race correctly, we have the power of Righteous and Eternal Fruit through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
· Today we will talk about what type of heart we need to run the race correctly.

1. Running the Race with the Gospel of Christ unleashes power for Righteous Living (vv. 1-5)
a. v. 1: “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.”
b. vv. 2-4: Characteristics of unrighteous living. 
c. v. 5: “having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.

2. Running the Race with the Gospel of Christ Secures Eternal Life.
a. v. 6-7: “For those among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at the knowledge of truth.” 
b. vv. 8-9: And Example and Result, Jannes (Yannis) and Jambres (Yambres) Exodus 7:10-12



Conclusion: 
· What kind of heart do we need to run this race? A Gospel-Centered Heart.
· The Gospel unleashed the power of righteous living and secures eternal fruit. If our heart is not Gospel Centered, then our lives will be filled with unrighteous living and our fruit will not survive. However, a Gospel Centered heart will empower us to live righteously and produce fruit that will have eternal value. 
· Is your heart Gospel Centered?
