The Race (2 Timothy)
Engaging Opponents in the Race (2 Timothy 2:14-26)

Recap:
· Finish Chapter 1
· Enduring the Race (2 Timothy 2:1-13)
· Borrow Strength from the Grace that is in Jesus Christ: v. 1
· Entrust the Gospel to Others who will do the same: v. 2
· Suffering Hardships as a Good Soldier
· Remember the Suffering of Jesus Accomplish: vv. 8-13
· 2 Timothy 2:14-26
· Today we are going to see a church in hiding cannot love opponents of the Gospel. A church embroiled in battle cannot either. Paul gives us a third way and I believe this third way is how we need to engage our opponents in the race.

1. Correct any Opponents in the Race (vv. 14-19)
a. vv. 14-17a
i. Remind them of these things.
ii. Not to quarrel about words
iii. Present yourself to God as one approved.
iv. Avoid irreverent babble.
v. Their talk will spread like gangrene.
b. vv. 17b-19
i. Hymeneus (1 Tim 1:20, delivered over to Satan) and Philetus
ii. Resurrection had already happened They preached as some do in our own times, that the resurrection which Christ teaches is only a moral resurrection, a resurrection of the soul to a better life. This error was taught in Corinth (1 Cor 15:12: “Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?”) and somewhat a popular teaching in the second century.
iii. God’s Firm Foundation stands, bearing this seal:
1. “The Lord knows those who are his”
2. “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”

2. Demonstrate the Beauty of the Race (vv. 20-26)
a. vv. 20-22:
i. Example
ii. Cleansing ourselves from dishonorable 
iii. Fleeing from youthful passions
iv. Pursuing righteousness, faith, love, and peace along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.
b. vv. 23-26
i. Nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies.
ii. Not Quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach and patiently enduring evil.
iii. Correcting his opponents with gentleness
iv. For the benefit of repentance, coming to their senses, escape the snare of the devil.

Conclusion:
· What Paul calls for is loving engagement. 
· A Church in hiding cannot win against its opponents. A church embroiled in battle cannot either. Paul proclaims a third option. Loving Engagement by correcting opponents with our mouths and demonstrating the beauty of running this race with Christ in our lives.
