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“The Heart of the Matter Series” (Sermon on the Mount)
“Radical Love” Part 2
Matthew 5:43-48
Recap:
*Sermon #1: Introduced “The Heart of the Matter Series” (Sermon on the Mount) 
(Matthew 5:1-2)
*Sermons #2 and #3: “The Great Contradiction” (The Beatitudes) (Matthew 5:3-12)
*Sermon #4: “Being Salty and Shine (Matthew 5:13-16)
*Sermon #5: “Become Greater” (Matthew 5:17-20)
*Sermon #6: “There’s Been a Murder” (Matthew 5:21-26)
*Sermon #7: “Honoring Your Vows” (Matthew 5:27-32)
*Sermon #8: Honesty is the Best Policy (Matthew 5:33-37)	
*Sermon #9: Radical Love Part 1 (Matthew 5:38-42)
	1. Practice Mercy rather than Justice
	2. Go Beyond what is Required
	3. Trust God with the Results
*Sermon #10: Radical Love Part 2 (Matthew 5:43-48)
	*Today, let’s continue to look at what Radical Love looks like regarding our 			relationships with other people.
I. The Pharisees taught “Hate Your Enemy.”
	A. Terrible Misreading of Scripture
		1. Limited the term neighbor 
-Leviticus 19:17-18: Do not nurse hatred for any of your relatives. Confront people directly so you will not be held guilty for their sin. Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.
				-Luke 10:29-37: The man wanted to justify his actions, so he 					asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied with a  					story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to 					Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his					clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. By					chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying 					there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him					by. A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying 					there, but he also passed by on the other side. Then a despised 					Samaritan came along and when he saw the man, he felt 						compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed					his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he					put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where					he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two 					silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs 					higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ ‘Now which					of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who 					was attacked by bandits?’” Jesus asked. The man replied, “The					one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes now go and 					do the same.”
		2. Use God’s hatred for evil to allow Personal Animosity
			Deuteronomy 7:2-5: When the Lord your God hands these nations over 				to you and you conquer them, you must completely destroy them. 				Make no treaties with them and show no mercy. You must not 					intermarry with them. Do not let your daughters and sons marry their 				sons and daughters, for they will lead your children away from me to 				worship other gods. Then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, 				and he will quickly destroy you. This is what you must do. You must				break down their pagan altars and shatter their sacred pillars. Cut down 				their Asherah poles and burn their idols.
			Psalm 139:19-22: O God, if only would destroy the wicked! Get out of				life you murderers! They blaspheme you; your enemies misuse your 				name. O Lord, shouldn’t I hate those who hate you? Shouldn’t I despise				those who oppose you? Yes, I hate them with total hatred, for your 				enemies are my enemies.
	B. The Old Testament actually taught.
		 1. Love Your Neighbor as yourself
Leviticus 19:17-18, 33-34: Do not nurse hatred for any of your relatives. Confront people directly so you will not be held guilty for their sin. Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord… Do not take advantage of foreigners who live among you in your land! Treat them like native-born Israelites, and love them as you love yourself. Remember that you were once foreigners living in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.
			Deuteronomy 10:19: So you, too, must show love to foreigners, for you				yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. 
		2. Do good to your enemy
			-Exodus: 23:4-5: If you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey that has 				strayed away, take it back to its owner. If you see that the donkey of				someone who hates you has collapsed under its load, do not walk by. 				Instead, stop and help.
			-Proverbs 25:21: If your enemies are hungry, give them food to eat. If 				they are thirsty, give them water to drink.
II. Jesus taught “Love Your Enemies” (vv. 44-48)
A. 	Pray for those who persecute you (v. 44)
1. Matthew 5:10
B. Live as children of your heavenly father (v. 45)
C. As Christians we should do more than others (vv. 46-47)
1. Matthew 5:20
D. Be Perfect as your heavenly father is perfect (v. 48)
1. To carry out fully this great law of love would lift man to the Divine Standard of perfection. This must be the aim of life. We have before us as a pattern the perfect God; we have the Divine perfection embodied in Christ. It will require a constant struggle while in the flesh to come near so high an ideal, but it must be our continual aim. This does not teach such sanctification that we cannot sin, nor that we, here on earth, attain absolute perfection, but we have placed before us, as a model, the perfect ideal, and we will constantly ascend higher by striving to attain it.
Conclusion:
1. 	Only God can give you the surpassing righteousness.
-2 Corinthians 5:21: For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.
	2. Only God can help you love your enemies.
		-Romans 5:5: And this is hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know			how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our 			hearts with his love.
	3. While we still sinners, Christ died for us.
		- Romans 5:8-10: But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 			for us while we were still sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s 			sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 			For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while 			we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.
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SHARING CHRIST'S LOVE




