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The Heart of the Matter Series (Sermon on the Mount) 
“The Great Contradiction Part 1” (The Beatitudes) Matthew 5:3-6
Introduction:
	-Last Week I introduced our series “The Heart of the Matter” In the next few			weeks we will be going through the chapters pertaining to the Sermon on the Mount.
-What we need to remember has we go through the text pertaining to the Sermon on the Mount; Jesus is not interested in outward appearances. His interest is in your heart!!!
-Jesus wants to get to the “Heart of the Matter” and today’s message reinforces the idea of Jesus focusing on the Heart
-The word Beatitude means Blessing-Good News. Remember these blessings are not future blessings but present blessings as well.
-Today let’s look at what I would like to quote Part 1 of “The Great Contradiction” (The Beatitudes) and what it means to be blessed in the Kingdom of God.
I. The Poor in Spirit (v. 3)
	-It’s the Opposite of Self-Sufficiency, in other words we acknowledge our spiritual 		poverty. We are spiritually bankrupt without God.
	-Those who are Poor in Spirit confess their need for God. The question: How much do 		you depend on God?
		-Isaiah 57:15: For thus says the high and exalted one who lives forever, whose 				name is holy, I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the contrite and 				lowly in spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of			the contrite.
		-Luke 18:13: “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even 				unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying ‘God 				be merciful to me the sinner.’”
		-Philippians 3:7-9: But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 				counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that I count all things be loss				in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 				I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may 				gain Christ, and may be found in him, not having righteousness of my own 				derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the					righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.”
		-Revelation 3:17: “Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have become wealthy, and				have need of nothing,’ and you do not know that you are wretched and 				miserable and poor and blind and naked.”
	-The Promise Blessing: “The Kingdom of God.”
		-Isaiah 61:1: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the Lord has anointed me			to bring good news to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to			proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year 			of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn.
		-Matthew 9:12-13: But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy			who need a physician, but those who are sick.” “But go and learn what this means: ‘I			desire compassion and not sacrifice’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but 			sinners.”
II. Those who Mourn (v. 4)
	-Does not refer to someone who lost a loved one, rather it refers to someone who grieves over		sin.
		-Personal Sin
			-Psalm 51:17: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite				heart, O God, you will not despise.
			-Isaiah 6:5: Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of 				unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 				the King, the Lord of Hosts.”
			-Romans 7:24: Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of 			death?”
		-The Sin of others
			-Psalm 119:136: My eyes shed streams of water, because they do not keep 				your law.
			-Ezekiel 9:4: The Lord said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, even 				through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the man 				who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are committed in its				midst.
		-When is the last time you mourned over sin?
	-The Promise Blessing: Comfort
		-Isaiah 61:2c: To comfort all who mourn
		-2 Corinthians 7:10: For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces 			repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces 			death.
		-Revelation 21:4: and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no			longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first			things have passed away.
III. The Gentle or The Meek (v.5)
	-The idea is humility; we take a true view of ourselves. In other words, we look at the man in 		the mirror.
	-Also, we submit to God and to others.
		-Psalm 25:9: He leads the humble in justice, and he teaches the humble his way.
		-Numbers 12:3: Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was 			on the face of the earth.
		-Matthew 11:29: “Take my yoke upon you and learn form me, for I am gentle and 			humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
		-1 Peter 2:23: and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, he 			uttered no threats, but kept entrusting himself to him who judges righteously.
	-The Promised Blessing: Inherit the Earth.
		-Psalm 36:11a: Let not the foot of pride come upon me.
		-1 Corinthians 3:21: So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you.
		-Revelation 21:1-3: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth passed away, and there 			is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of 			heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 			voice from the throne, saying “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He 			will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God himself be among them.
IV. Those who hunger and Thirst for Righteousness (v. 6)
	-People who desires to please God, in other words a Disciple of Jesus Christ
	-Disciples of Jesus Christ long for God’s will and God’s way
-Psalm 42:1-2: As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for you O’ God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?
-Matthew 6:10, 33: Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven… “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you.”
-Romans 3:10: as it is written, There is none righteous, not even one.
-Philippians 3:10: that I may know Him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death.
	-The Promised Blessing: Filled or Satisfied.
		-Psalm 107:8-9: Let them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, and for His 			wonders to the sons of men! For he has satisfied the thirsty soul, and the hungry soul 			he has filled with what is good.
		-John 6:35: Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me will not 			hunger, and he who believes in me will never thirst.
		-Philippians 1:6: For I am confident of this very thing, that he who began a good work 			in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
		-2 Peter 3:13: But according to his promise we are looking for new heavens and a new			earth in which righteousness dwells.
Conclusion:
	-Part 1 of the Great Contradiction (The Beatitudes): Where is your heart?
	-Remember happiness comes from earthly things. Blessedness comes from God.
	-Next Week Part 2 of the Great Contradiction (The Beatitudes)
	-What is the Holy Spirit convicting you of?
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