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Order of Worship 11:00 a.m. December 10, 2023

~ Gathering Before the Word ~
Welcome Eddie Spencer

Prelude and Preparation for Worship  Veni Emmanuel arr. Valdez

Jenny Jones & Becky Thoms, violin; Melanie Freeman, cello;
Kay Yates, piano

Lighting of the Candles Evie Sechler & Ingrid Townsend
*Call to Worship

During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is our Mighty God.

You are mighty, O Lord, and Your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One in whom we find redemption.

You are mighty, O Lord, and Your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One who forgives our sins.

You are mighty, O Lord, and Your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One who overcomes the darkness.

You are mighty, O Lord, and Your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One who has come to set us free.

You are mighty, O Lord, and Your faithfulness endures forever.

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Hallman Family
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*Hymn of Praise No. 81 Angels, from the Realms of Glory =~ REGENT SQUARE

*Prayer of Adoration

Prayer of Confession
Gracious, heavenly Father, all of us stand in fresh need of release from the
weight of our sin. We confess as we celebrate Advent that instead of peaceful,
we can be anxious; instead of joyful, we can be irritable; instead of amazed,



we can be indifferent; and in the place of anticipation, we can be fearful. In our
unbelief, we have become spiritually impoverished. Forgive and free us from
sins that plague us, for we pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Silent Prayers of Confession

Assurance of the Gospel 1 Timothy 1:15
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.”

Special Music Gesu Bambino Yon
Cindy Emerson, soprano; String Trio; Kay Yates, piano

Proclaiming the Word of God ~

Word With Our Children Amelia Caskey
Offering and Special Music Cantique de Noel Adam
Jenny Jones, violin; Kay Yates, piano
Scripture Reading Romans 1:1-4 Page 1112
Sermon “Evangelio” Eddie Spencer
~ Responding to the Word of God ~
*Sending Song In the Bleak Midwinter Holst

Cindy Emerson, soprano; String Trio
*Prayer and Benediction

Postlude Joy to the World Handel, arr Mason
String Trio

*All who are able, please stand
CCLI# 222113

Welcome! We are delighted that you are worshiping with us this morning, and hope
you find today meaningful and refreshing. Visitors are asked to fill out a Visitor
Information Card, located in the pew, and place it in the offering plate. Prayer
Requests may be noted on the reverse side of the same card.

Children’s Activity Bags are available for children aged 3 to grade 5. They include
a children’s bulletin related to the Sunday sermon, crayons, and scrap paper.

Children's Church is available for children 4 years through 2nd grade. After the
"Word with our Children," they will be escorted to their classroom in the Church
Nursery. Parents should report to the classroom immediately following worship to
pick up their children.

A Nursery is available for newborns through age 4. It is located in the Educational
Building. If you need assistance or directions, an usher would be happy to help you!



Thank you to our guest soloist, Cindy Emerson and string trio:
Jenny Jones, violin; Becky Thoms, violin and Melanie Freeman,
cello. Artists’ bios for our musicians can be found in the Narthex.

An Advent and Christmas Devotional has been prepared
by Eddie & Michelle to assist you in your daily time with the Lord
this season. Pick one up in the Narthex!

“ are called “chrismons”™? Did you also know that each symbol has a
% special meaning? Pick up a leaflet in the Narthex explaining the
7 significance of our chrismons, and see which symbols you can find!

UPCOMING EVENTS

A combined choir from First Pres and Kimball Memorial &

Lutheran will present the Christmas Cantata, ﬂ
“Emmanuel - God with Us!” by Lloyd Larson

THIS EVENING, at 6:00pm. It will be a service of lessons and carols

with a variety of musical styles including our very own PraiseMakers!

You are invited to Kimball for this special reflection on the Advent and CH RIS T M AS
Christmas season.

The JOY Group will gather for a Christmas lunch
at the home of Ron and Alpha Barger this Wednesday,
J O Y December 13 at noon. Entrée will be provided. Please sign
up TODAY in the Narthex for a side or dessert.

B JUSTIOLOER | vOUTH I See Dave Argabrite for more information!

Here we go a-caroling! Join us in spreading Christmas
cheer on Wednesday, December 13! We will leave from the
church at 6:00pm and travel to several nearby locations.
Hot refreshments will be available when we return.

First Presbyterian is pleased to welcome our 2023
Confirmation Class into membership NEXT SUNDAY,
y// December 17! In their honor, the Women’s Council invites the
- congregation to a covered-dish luncheon immediately following
é worship that day. Mr. C’s chicken will be provided, but please
bring plenty of other dishes to share, including desserts.
Thank you for your support of our youth!!!
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SERVANTS

Elder Lock-Up: Sue Maiocchi

Children’s Message: Amelia Caskey
Children’s Message Next week: Roxanne
Spencer

Children’s Church: Tracy & Amelia Caskey
Children’s Church next week: Jenna
Baker & Megan Quigg

Acolytes: Evie Sechler & Ingrid Townsend
Acolytes next week: Caylin Lowder & Abby
Vriesema

Nursery: Judy Hunter

Nursery next week: Sharon Stricker
Ushers: Jeff Barnhardt, Ryan Walker, Mark
Goodnight, John Hammond

Ushers next week: Tony Hunter, Amy Hurst,
Chris Lowder, Mike Lowder

Greeters: Ken Sparks, Renee Goodnight

FINANCIALS
FOR NOVEMBER

YTD Income $282,449.88
YTD Expenses  $272,957.28
YTD Budget $267.212.00
Last week’s attendance: 11/26/23
Worship - 103

Sunday School - 63



SERMON NOTES

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION - ACTIVE ELDERS

Tracy Caskey Dave Ellington Lynn Sechler
Cookie Hamilton Chris Lowder Ken Sparks
Sue Maiocchi Tony Rary Donnie Swaringen

Pastor Eddie Spencer, Moderator
Jeff Barnhardt, Session Clerk
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