
Order of Worship 
Sunday, December 22, 2024 
Central Presbyterian Church 

Bristol, VA 
 

 All who are able are asked to stand.                       CCLI #1230512 
      Please silence your cell phones.  
 
Pre-Service Advent Music 
      Love Has Come               Cherwein 
      He Is Born                 Hayes 
      What Child Is This?                         Purvis 
      Away In a Manger              Martin 
 
Gathering for Worship  
     Chiming of the Hour   
     Prelude                   Of the Father’s Love Begotten      Thygerson          
    Welcome and Announcements   
 
     Introit                   Advent Candle Song    Lezy 
      Candles glowing, promise showing joy that fills our very soul. Grace 
      abounding, hymns resounding, Christ restores and makes us whole. 
      Mercies gleaming, wonders beaming, justice streaming, Christ  
      redeeming, Christ restores and makes us whole! Christ restores and  
      makes us whole! 
 
      Candles glowing, promise showing love that makes the world anew,  
      shines in glory, tells the story, Christ’s own love will see us through.  
      With the outcast and unwelcome Christ is steadfast, brings us all home. 
      Christ’s own love will see us through! Christ’s own love will see us 
      through! 
           
     Advent Candle Lighting        Members of the Choir      
                                                            
 Opening Hymn #118      While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
       While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  
        all seated on the ground, the angel of the Lord came down,  
       and glory shone around, and glory shone around. 
       
        “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled 
        mind: “Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and humankind, 
         to you and humankind.” 
       
        “To you, in David’s town this day, is born of David’s line the  
        Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign, 
        and this shall be the sign:” 
 
        “The heavenly babe you there shall find to human view dis    
        played, all humbly wrapped in swathing bands,  
        and in a manger laid, and in a manger laid.” 
   
       
       

       

     Jesus’ love for the very people who reject him is God’s love. 
     Jesus Christ stands at the center of the biblical record. The  
     Bible is the account of God’s word and action in history,  
     together with God’s people’s response in faith. It is the story of 
     the one God, who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
     That story is still unfolding and in faith we make it our own. It 
     forms our memory and our hope. It tells us who we are and  
     what we are to do. To retell it is to declare what we believe. 
       
Responding to the Word            
       Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
       kingdom come,  Thy will be done, on earth is it is in heaven.       
       Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we  
        forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver    
       us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
        glory forever.       Amen. 
 
      Call to Offering  
      Offertory                       In Dulci Jubilo                           Hughes 
 Doxology    - tune is #609 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
        Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

        Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
        Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

        Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 Prayer of Dedication   

Sending Out  
 Hymn  #146        Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
      Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;  
      there he lay, the undefiled, to the world a stranger.  
      Such a babe in such a place, can he be the Savior?  
      Ask the saved of all the race who have found his favor. 
 
      Angels sang about his birth; wise men sought and found him; 
      heaven’s star shone brightly forth, glory all around him.  
      Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, heard the angels singing; 
      all the plains were lit that night; all the hills were ringing. 
 
      Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;  
      he is still the undefiled, but no more a stranger,  
      Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story;  
       praise his name in all the earth; hail the King of glory! 
             
 Charge and Benediction            
 Response                  Love Has Come       French melody/Bible 
 Postlude     Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates     Martin             
 
 
The Christmas Joy offering envelopes and information are in your 
bulletin.  The theme this year is “Preparing the Way” and the  
money will go to help retired ministers and certain retired  
employees. 

      “Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng 
      of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song, 
      addressed their joyful song:” 
 
      “All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; good will 
      to all from highest heaven begin and never cease, 
      begin and never cease.” 
 
 Call to Confession     
 Prayer of Confession (Unison)  

      Heavenly and Loving God, as we consider on Joseph’s role here at 
      Christmas, we confess our own struggles with doubt and fear when  
      faced with the unknown. Like Joseph, we sometimes hesitate to fully 
      trust in Your plan, even when it seems perplexing. We think that we  
      can figure things out on our own and only look to you when it  
      becomes too hard. Forgive us for our lack of faith and for wanting to  
      rely on our own understanding instead of fully submitting to Your  
      will. Grant us the courage to follow Your guidance, even when it  
      challenges our expectations, and help us to embrace the mystery of 
      Your divine work in our lives and in our world. In Jesus’ name we 
      seek your mercy,  Amen. 
                        (Silence) 
 
*   Assurance of Pardon 
      …friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
      In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 Passing of the Peace 
 Gloria Patri    Hymn #582   

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
    and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
    and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
   World without end, without end.  Amen. 
   World without end, without end.  Amen. 
   World without end, without end.  Amen. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
  
Hearing the Word   
     Children’s Message                    
     Anthem                 Glory to the Newborn King                               Larson 
       
      Sermon            The Gift of Good News to Joseph     Rev. Ann Aichinger 
      Scripture                   Matthew 1:18-25  
 
 *   Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                      from The Declaration of Faith 
      We do not fully comprehend who God is or how God works. God’s  
      God’s reality far exceeds all our words can say. The Lord’s  
      requirements are not always what we think is best. The Lord’s care 
      for us is not always what we want. God comes to us on his own terms 
      and is able to do far more than we ask or think. God makes himself 
      known in Jesus Christ. Jesus’ involvement in the human condition is  
      God’s involvement. His compassion for all kinds of people is God’s  
      compassion. His demand for justice, truth, and faithfulness is God’s  
      demand. His willingness to suffer rejection is God’s willingness.       

  | 



 Pastoral Concerns: 
 Josie’s grandfather had a successful surgery to repair his hip after   
      his fall on Saturday; 
* Bella Ritchie had her wisdom teeth removed on Friday, Dec. 20;  
* Carolyn Jones is in declining health;  
* Wes Alderman is supposed to be home from the hospital  
           this weekend; 
* Jean Thomason is concerned with medical issues; 
* Rich Williams is working with an oncologist; 
* Mark McCord is in the hospital recovering from surgery & an  
           infection. 
   
 Please call the church office (276-669-3157) with any pastoral con-
cerns, and please feel free to contact Ann Aichinger or any of the El-
ders through email, Facebook, or by phone. 
  

Calendar for December 22-29 
Sunday, Dec 22      9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
Christmas Joy Offering 9:45 a.m. Pre-worship music 
      10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
Monday, Dec. 23      7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Perkins ex 7 
Tuesday, Dec.24      OFFICE CLOSED 
       7:00 p.m. Christmas Candlelight Service 
     with Communion in Sanctuary 
Wednesday, Dec.25     MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 
Friday, December 27     9:00 a.m. Gamers meet at Caldwell’s  
       6-8  p.m. Help serve hot chocolate at 
     Cumberland Park! 
Sunday, Dec. 29     9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
1st Sun. of Christmas 10:00 a.m.   Worship in Central Hall 
*Be the Church *  11:00 a.m. Be the Church activities 
    

  
Please join us Christmas Eve for our candlelit service at 
7:00 p.m.  All are welcome, especially friends and  
children.   
 
 
Please join us on Friday, December 27 from 6-8 p.m. 

when we’ll be serving hot chocolate and cookies to our neighbors at 
Cumberland Park.  See Central Life for more information! 
 
December 29 is Be The Church Sunday.  After  
services in Central Hall we will participate in different  
activities: 
* creating bagel birdseed feeders; 
* writing Christmas notes to US military service people; 
* helping with packing for the backpack program; 
* packing dog and cat food for the Food Pantry ; 
* Adult dental kits for Healing Hands. 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  Sunday, January 5 we will have a Congregational 
meeting following worship in Central Hall.   

 
 

Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church 
Loving God with mind, heart, and hands 

 by being servants of God called 
to love God and love others  

by living the example of Jesus Christ, 
and following the winds of the Spirit. 

 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

The leadership of the church is very appreciative of the  continued finan-
cial giving by our members and friends.  You are encouraged to continue 
to share your gifts and money with the church.  All gifts are greatly appre-
ciated.  The church continues with ministries in caring for those in need 

and supporting those agencies and groups who offer assis-
tance to those in need.  Please give your tithes, offerings, 
and contributions by: 
 
In Person Worship: Placing it in the plate at one of the 
doors. 
Mail:     Central Presbyterian, 331 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA  
24201 
Online:  CentralPresBristol.org and go to the Give Online 

tab 
Text:      CentralPres (Capital C and P no spaces) to 73256 

 

Pastor                  Ann Aichinger 
Music Director           Robert Campbelle 
Organist-Emerita                                  Joy Briggs 
Sanctuary Choir 
Praise and Worship Band 
Social Media Coordinator                              Josie Russell 
Recording /Technology            Lee Budd, Jack Wagner, Nikita Mashkin 
                     Mike Vollmer, John Dodge 
Sound               Steve Clark and Mike Vollmer 
Youth & Young Adult                   Josie Russell 
Administrative Assistant          Kim Profitt 
Financial Director                      Kim Profitt 
Kitchen Coordinator                   Jeremy Kline 
Nursery Staff                        open 
 

Central Life may be found in the entrance areas  
to the Sanctuary, Central Hall, and next to the church office.  

  

Central Presbyterian Church 
331 Euclid Avenue        Bristol, VA  24201 

276-669-3157     
office.cpc@bvu.net 

www.CentralPresBristol.org 
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