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Common Sense says: God is God and He could
just step in and eradicate all evil and suffering.
Everybody thrives.

In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had seven
sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and
had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the
people of the East. Job 1:1 1-3 NIV

One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan
also came with them. Job 1:6 NIV

...“Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him;
he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” “Does
Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. “Have you not put a hedge around
him and his household and everything he has? .... But now stretch out your
hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your
face.” Job 1:8—11 NIV

At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the
ground in worship and said: “Naked | came from my mother's womb, and
naked | will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the
name of the Lord be praised.” In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with
wrongdoing. Job 1:20-22 NIV

Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job?
There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who
fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you
incited me against him to ruin him without any reason.” “Skin for skin!” Satan
replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life. But now stretch out your
hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your
face.” Job 2:3-5 NIV
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Do we want God to be merciful or do
we want God to be just?

Where then does wisdom come from? Where does understanding dwell? It
is hidden from the eyes of every living thing, concealed even from the birds
in the sky. Destruction and Death say, “Only a rumor of it has reached our
ears.” God understands the way to it and he alone knows where it dwells, for
he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under the

Heavens. When he established the force of the wind and measured out the
waters, when he made a decree for the rain and a path for the

thunderstorm, then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he confirmed it
and tested it. And he said to the human race, “The fear of the Lord—that is
wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.” Job 28:20-28 NIV

How do you think Job 28 prepares us to better engage the difficult
topics of evil, pain, and suffering. How do you think wisdom would
respond to those difficult conversations?

If you’d like to talk to someone about beginning or renewing your relationship with
God, stop by the Connection Center after any service.



