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In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. And all went to be registered, each to his own town... Luke 2:1-20

\

The Love of God shows that No One is Too Far from God

There were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock at night. Luke
2:8

By grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.
John 3:16, 17

JUSTIFIED: To be justified means to be made “Just If I'd” never sinned.
Whoever believes in Him is not condemned. John 3:18

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Romans 3:23

Whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in

the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement: the light has come info
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works

were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his works should be exposed. John 3:18-20

The Message of Christmas is There’s Always Hope

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people”. Luke 2:10

The Good news is:
You matter to God.
Jesus is not God’s Plan B. Galatians 4:4
You can be Forgiven.

Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke
2:11
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For your LifeGroup and growth time.

When you were a child what did Christmas mean to you¢ What does Christmas
mean to you now? At what point in your life did the meaning of Christmas change
or become redefined?

The angel’s announcement first came to the outcast shepherds, why do you think
that is significant? If no one is too far from God what boundaries are put on who
can find freedom from sin?

Read Ephesians 2:8, 9 and Romans 3:23. How did Curt break down the word
“justified"” in today's message? In what ways does that impact you?2

Being comfortable in sin and fearing our own exposure are 2 roadblocks to
receiving God's forgiveness (see John 3:19, 20). How did these roadblocks trip you
up before you frusted in Jesus for salvationg

The announcement from the angel to the shepherds was called “good news”. The
good news of Christmas is that you matter to God, Jesus is not Plan B and you can
be forgiven. When you think about these things how are you challenged and
encouraged?

If you'd like fo talk fo someone about beginning or renewing your relationship
with God, stop by the Connection Center after any service.



