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	      11:00 a.m.
	                    December 18, 2016

	Rev. Charles Cherry, Guest Minister
Fourth Sunday of Advent


ORDER OF WORSHIP

	

	Let Us Approach God

	

	In the Prelude:                                 Ms. Candice Simons, Musician

	

	*In the Call to Worship:
	Rev. Charles Cherry

	Minister:
	We await the birth of a child. 

	People:
	We await the one who is God with us. We await the salvation of the world.

	Minister:
	Come, let us worship God!

	

	*In the Morning Prayer:   
	Elder H. Pride

	

	***

	*In Singing the Opening Hymn:                                  

	AAHH ##173 “O Come, Let Us Adore Him”

	 

	*In the Affirmation of Faith:                                
	The Apostles’ Creed       

	Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

	

	*In Praying the Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

	

	

	*In Singing the Doxology:

BPH #592 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

	

	In the Call to Confession:
	Minister

	Let us acknowledge the darkness in our lives, repent of our sin, and receive the light of God’s mercy as we pray: 

	

	In the Prayer of Confession: (Unison)

	Source of salvation and Bringer of light, we fail to sense the mystery of your love. We hear grudges against our neighbors, while it is your nature to forgive. We hold tightly to our possessions, while Christ blesses the poor. In him you have spoken peace, yet we live in turmoil. We care little for this planet, which you in goodness created for our habitation. In mercy, forgive us, and help us to amend our ways. Amen.

	

	In the Assurance of Pardon:
	Minister

	Beloved of God, thrill and rejoice in God’s goodness. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

	

	People:
	Thanks be to God! Amen.

	

	In the Welcome, Introduction and Announcements

	

	In the Lighting of the Advent Candle: Love

	

	***

	*In the Hymn of Preparation:                           

	AAHH ##218 “We Three Kings of Orient Are”

	

	Let Us Proclaim God’s Word

	

	Through the Prayer for Illumination:                Elder L. Pride

	Through you word, O God, guide us to the place where you abide, that we may be overwhelmed with joy like the magi before us. Amen.

	

	Through the Scripture Lessons:                      Matthew 2:1-12                

	

	

	Through the Choral Response:  

	RH 550 “Write These Words in our hearts, we beseech thee O Lord.”

	

	***

	Through the Special Selection                                    

	

	Through the Sermon:                                           

	“Wise or Otherwise”

	

	Let Us Respond to God’s Word

	

	*In Singing the Invitational Hymn:                              

	AAHH #474 “Lead Me, Guide Me”

	

	In the Giving of our Tithes and Benevolent Offering

	

	*In the Offertory Prayer

	

	*In the Response:

	BPH#428 “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (verses 1 & 5)

	

	Let Us Go to Serve God

	

	*By Singing the Closing Hymn:

	AAHH#202 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

	

	*By Asking God’s Blessing on Our Lives

	

	*By Singing the “Threefold Amen”

	

	Through the Closing Selection                                      Musicians                                              

	

	Postlude


	The Worship Ends…The Service Begins

	*Please Stand                                                                          ***Ushers May Seat Worshippers

	Announcements

	Welcome Visitors:  It is a joy to have you worship with us on this Lord’s Day.  We pray that you will find God’s presence and love among us.  Please come and worship with us again.

***************

Upcoming Events
· Sunday, December 18th: Foot Care Ministry items (new sneakers and athletic socks) are due. 
· Sunday, December 25th: Christmas Day Service 11:00 am
· It’s time for the annual celebration for Rev. Cherry’s Birthday on Saturday, December 31st from 11 am – 1 pm. This year we will serve dinner and provide warm blankets, hats, and gloves to our community. Now is the time for all of us to begin collecting our donation items and to make plans for volunteering for this needed community service.   
-Elder Rosena R. Lucas, Moderator

Evangelism, Ministry and Mission Committee
· Saturday, December 31st: Watch Day Service at 2:00 pm Theme: “For Such A Time As This”
· All Session Committee Moderators should prepare their Annual Reports to submit to the Clerk of Session by January 1, 2017.

Monthly Assistance Schedule

Morning  Prayer

Scripture Reading

December

H. Pride

L. Pride





To learn more about church, visit our website at www.ladsonpres.org
Sermon Title: “Wise or Otherwise” 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12
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Matthew 2:1-12
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
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