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The new sermon series we’re starting this Sunday is called Behold: A Savior is Born. In this series we’ll find

that Christmas is the fulfillment of hundreds of years of prophetic predictions about the coming of the

Messiah who would change the world. God’s people waited for a Savior who would come to rescue and restore

a broken creation. They held onto hope that God would stay true to his promise. With joy, they anticipated

Christ’s arrival. As a humble servant, Jesus loved all He encountered from the cradle to the cross. The world

would know the peace of God, who had come near. Behold, a Savior is born. The world will never be the same!

Today, we find ourselves much like when Israel was waiting for the coming of the Savior.  We are waiting for

Jesus’ second coming. Advent, which comes from the Latin word “adventus” means “arrival.” It marks the time in

which we prepare for the arrival of Christmas, but also for Jesus to come again. Advent is a time in which we

wait, we remember, & we anticipate. We recall Jesus’ first arrival – the story of Jesus’ conception and birth,

of His humble beginnings, and of His life, death, and resurrection. Jesus was the perfect gift from our Father in

heaven! Through Jesus we can be forgiven of our sins and become holy in God’s sight. We’re called to make room

in our hearts and lives for Jesus.

In advent, we’re also in a time of anticipation of Jesus’ arrival for the second time. Jesus will come and set all

things right. He will separate the sheep from the goats (those who have accepted Him from those who have

not). Don’t wait to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior! Christians will be rewarded based on how they have

served Jesus using what He has given them while on this earth. And there will be no more tears, no more death,

no more mourning, no more pain. Perfect relationships, perfect place, perfect life forever! All we have hoped

for will be a reality –perfect joy, love, and peace! I can’t wait! I hope you’re ready for that day!  

See you sunday!! Pastor Larry



Yes, there is a church library!  It is located in the main building near the stairs to the
education wing!  CHECK IT OUT!!!

Now you know!

Church Library Book Review
By Doreen Lawman

If you like Hallmark movies, this book is for you!  Rhys Maddox is a husband grieving the loss of his

wife. His decision to drive a getaway car caused him to lose his two sons to foster care, and

consequential imprisonment cost him almost 5 years away from them.    The fact that the boys are in

foster care breaks his heart.  He is allowed supervised visitation, but he wants more time with his

boys.  Can he get to the point where he can afford a house, get a job and establish himself in the

community where his boys are?  Will he get his boys back?  Will he have a “normal life” again?   With

Christian values including Scripture and prayer, this book is intriguing and I found it hard to put down. 

Review
Reuniting His Family

By Jean C Gordon

Have you ever wondered, when you receive a get well or birthday card from the
church, where it comes from?  Well it is a product of our very efficient and loyal 

Prayer Card Ministry
A group of CrossRoads volunteers each take one month at a time then prepare

and send out Birthday cards or, as CrossRoads learns of a need, a card is sent out.  
This ministry is an important part of our outreach.  If this is something you might

want to help with, drop us a line!
NOW YOU KNOW!



The Agape Circle gals have been feverishly preparing for and
successfully executing the  Great ADVENT-ure.  It was amazing
and the Agape Circle ladies did not disappoint!  Be sure to admire
the gorgeous cross set up in Wesley Hall!  A big shout out to Linda
Gibbs for organizing and leading the craft department for the day!  
And Morris for grilling our lunch!!   
The Agape Circle will take time to enjoy the Christmas season.  But
we are working on new and exciting things for the new year....even
more in 2024!!!!

The Hand Bell Choir December 24th during the 10:30 AM service and again at
the Christmas Eve service!

Lovable Lagniappe
The

Good Advent tidings to you and yours!  The time to prepare for the birth of our Savior has come.  I
always look forward to taking the time to experience Advent, and ground myself in the preparation of

the birth of Christ.  I had the absolute privilege of sharing the importance of Advent with 10 kiddos
during the Great ADVENT-ure!  I can NOT thank all the people who helped enough.  I was so proud to

be a part of it!  I sure hope the kids were able to get a good grasp on the path of Advent:  Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love!  I wish everyone could have heard those sweet little voices singing “Silent

Night” at the foot of that lit up cross!
There are two Advent studies being offered this season, one on Sunday mornings and one on

Tuesday evenings, (see the info in the newsletter). In your daily preparations for Advent, please pray
for those who don’t know the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of Christ.  

Don’t get lost in the bustling of the Christmas things.  Take time to seek out your Advent-ure to
prepare to celebrate His birth!

     

 

Merry Christmas!!
Kate

The Holiday Community  choir of 2023 has been working diligently on our
upcoming performance!  I have been working with each section and each soloist
making sure we are at our very best for the performances on December 17th.  

Look for our ad on the billboard near the stop sign!
Mary Ruth Boone



Visit the Giving

Tree in Wesley

Hall Entrance

and choose

your ornament!

Giving
Tree

December 9th

December 10th

Christmas Eve Service

December 24, 2023

6:00 PM



s

Our community ROCKS!!
The community

fundraising event held for
Kevin Corbin (who is

healing 
from a major motor

vehicle accident) in Wesley
Hall raised over 

$19,000!!  

Thank you 

Donna Keller for

making our church

look fabulous!

(And her Elves)

Patty Shell-  Thank you for

your tireless efforts given

for your community and

your church family!  

Thank you 

Debbie Fisher

 for continuing to

help in the church

office!

Thank you Agape
Circle ladies!  

our special projects

would not happen

without your ideas,

support, financing

and

encouragement!!

Thank you Crossroads

members and friends for

attending to the needs

of our community so 

quickly!  We gathered 200 cans

of chili for our local nutrition 

center !  you are also 

creating quite a stack of items 

under the angel tree!!!

Linda & Morris Gibbs

and family-  YOU

ROCK a grill!!!  
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The Great ADVENT-ure
9a- Noon

1st Sunday of Advent
2:30p Choir

4p Bell Choir

2nd Sunday of Advent
Christmas Dinner

2:30p Choir
4p Bell Choir

 Live Nativity
5:30p-8p

6p Praise Band (WH)
7p Choir

6p Praise Band (WH)
7p Choir

3rd Sunday of Advent
10:30 AM Cantata (only service)

5:30 PM Cantata

Christmas Eve  
4th Sunday in Advent

6:30 Service

9:15 AM Advent Study 
Each Sunday

6p Advent Study

6p Advent Study

6p Advent Study

December Birthdays
Vicki Matthes   Dec. 3
David Williams Dec. 3

Jim Currie Dec 7
John Fisher Dec. 8

Tammy Freeman Dec. 12
MaryRuth Boone Dec. 16

Sandra Clark Dec. 19

Opportunity is Knocking in 2024!!

 “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve

others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in it’s various forms.”

1 Peter 4:10

Be on the lookout for new opportunities to serve in the new year!  

Welcome ministry,  children’s ministry, outreach  AND more!

Sunday Service times:
8:15 AM
9:15 AM 

10:30 AM


