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 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out 
with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2 
Samuel 11:1 
 
Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and was 
walking on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the city, he 
noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath.  He sent someone to 
find out who she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of 
Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” Then David sent messengers to get 
her; and when she came to the palace, he slept with her. Then she 
returned home. 2 Samuel 11:2-4 
 
I’ll fail when I lose purpose and focus for my life. 
This is the LORD’s battle, and he will give you to us!” 1 Samuel 17:45-47  
  
 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 2 Corinthians 5:20 
 
Later, Bathsheba sent David a message, saying, “I’m pregnant.” 2 Samuel 
11:4 
 
 So the next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and gave it to Uriah to 
deliver. The letter instructed Joab, “Station Uriah on the front lines where 
the battle is fiercest. Then pull back so that he will be killed.” 2 Samuel 
11:14-15  
 
I’ll fail when I try to control life for me. 
 “You can be like God.” Genesis 3:5 
 
I fail when I leave God out of my life.  
But the thing David had done displeased the LORD. 2 Samuel 11:27  
   

 

 
Hope happens because…  
…God is involved. 
And the LORD sent Nathan to David. 2 Samuel 12:1 
   
 Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man!” 2 Samuel 12:7 
 

…the gospel is all about me.  
There is really no work of God in my life until it gets really personal 
and invades and moves into MY life.  
 
 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to make your 
calling and election sure. 2 Peter 1:10  
   
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8   
 
 
 
 
 
Talk it Over! For your LifeGroup and discipleship time… 
Temptation and ‘fall’ are tough subjects to discuss with others. So in your 
group setting, do the best you can. 
 
Read 1 Samuel 11-12:14. 
 
Why do you think David was so ripe for failure? How does ‘zeal’ for 
God play into this? 
 
Why do you think David tried to control the situation? How do you 
think he felt during the ‘cover up’? What do you feel when you 
‘cover up’? 
 
Has God ever sent a “Nathan” to you (either a person or a 
situation) to ‘rescue’ you?  
 
Look up Galatians 6:1. How can we help each other through 
temptation and sin? 
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