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Dear friends in Christ,
Happy New Year!
As I write this letter it is hard to believe that the month of
January is coming to an end already and it is doing so while
leaving behind very little in the way of snow or bitter cold
temperatures. So although the temperature outside is below
freezing, I’m thinking about the warmer temperatures of August
and the outreach we will be doing in our neighborhood.
Many of you know that we have struggled the past few
years with getting children to attend our Vacation Bible School,
so this year we are going to replace VBS with a Neighborhood
Block Party which will be held at Robb Park on Saturday, August
8th from 4:00 – 8:00 PM.
This event will be open to people of all ages and will
include free food, games, dunk tank, inflatables, and much, much
more. Additionally we plan to partner with the Northside
Neighborhood Association, LACNIP, the Lima Police Department,
Lima Fire Department, the City of Lima Parks & Recreation and
perhaps other Northside neighborhood churches and the Lima
City Schools.
This will be a great day of fun and fellowship, but it will
take the collective efforts of our church family to make this event
successful.
On Saturday, February 15th at 9:00 AM we will have our first
planning meeting (held in the lower-level lounge) for those
interested in being involved in the organizing of this event. I hope

you will give prayerful consideration as to how you can be involved in either
the planning or in working the day of the party. I think this is going to be a
great event!
Blessings,
Pastor Ted

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
Did you know that we have a Capital Improvement Fund? The Capital
Improvement Fund was established several years ago for the purpose of raising
funds designated for specific capital improvement projects deemed necessary
by our Trustees for the continued successful operation of the church. St.
Mark's has been a viable member of our community for 100 years and to ensure that our church can continue our ministries into the future we need to
maintain our building and its contents beyond normal maintenance
requirements.
Funds raised in the past through The Capital Improvement Fund have been
used for the resurfacing of the parking lot, boiler upgrades, roof replacement,
painting of the sanctuary, refinishing of the sanctuary floor and upgrading the
audio and video systems in the sanctuary.
Making a donation to The Capital Improvement Fund is as easy as writing
“Capital Improvement Fund” on your check or envelope and placing it in the
Sunday offering plate.
The Trustees and Finance Team thank you for your continued support of “your”
church.

Emmaus/Chrysalis
Women’s Walk February 6th @6:00 pm through February 9th @ 5:00 pm
Men’s Walk March 12th @ 6:00 pm through March 15th @ 5:00 pm
Gathering
The next monthly Emmaus Gathering will be Tuesday, February 18th
from 6:30 – 8:30 pm
St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay
800 S. Main St.

The Lima Rescue Mission received 64
pairs of socks thanks to the generosity
of the congregation of St. Mark’s.
Thank you for your gifts.
The next meeting will be February 5th
at 3pm.

“Souper” Bowl Sunday will be
February 2nd, 2020. Sign up in the
hallway just outside the office if you
would like to bring your favorite soup.
And then everyone is welcome to stay
after worship to fellowship and taste
one or more of the homemade soups.

The Family Life Team would like to invite the congregation to an old fashioned Valentine
party on February 16th, 2020, Sunday, in the fellowship hall, following worship service.
We will be serving sloppy joes, hotdogs, chips, fruit and heart shaped cookies. Candies
and table favors as well!
Also the team is asking you to bring in your Old Valentine’s box either you or your child
or grandchild may still have. Or you can make one. We will display these at the back of
the sanctuary. Please make sure your name is on your box. A file card will be available to
write your name on. Please feel free then to drop a Valentine in these boxes and when
the person opens their box—Valentines!
The Family Life Team’s mission is to connect the families of the congregation through the
Love of Jesus Christ and that we go out and spread this Love of Him to others.
See you there!
Terry Acheson
Committee Chairman

Why Easter Matters
A Four Week Lenten Bible Study

February 26th at 7:00 PM

We will meet Wednesday evening
March 4, 11, 18 and 25 from 7:00 –
8:00.

Why Easter Matters – A Four Week Lenten Bible Study
As believers in Christ, we all would like to say that we trust in God. We would all like
to claim that we believe God has our best interests in mind and that obedience to
him is the best pathway to finding joy, peace, contentment, and fulfillment in life. But
the truth is that we often find ourselves actively resisting the very God in whom we
say we trust. Our hearts and our consciences tell us what is right--and what we need
to be doing--but for some reason we tend to find ourselves going the other way.
This was true of people even back in the days of first-century Israel when Jesus
walked the earth. In this four-week DVD study, pastor Andy Stanley explores the lives
of some of these individuals and reveals how the story of Easter became real to them
when they found themselves caught up in the events of Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. These characters include figures in the Gospels such as:
 Caiaphas, the powerful Jewish religious leader, who refused to embrace Jesus as
the Messiah because it would have put an end to his influence and control.
 Judas Iscariot, who was more interested in his own personal gain than in truly following after God--and betrayed Jesus to the Jewish authorities as a result of his
greed.
 The two criminals on the crosses next to Jesus, who found themselves in their last
hours of life just twelve feet away from God-in-the-flesh.
The disciples and other followers of Jesus, who found their world turned upside down
when the one they believed to be the Messiah was first put to death . . . and then
rose again.
The stories of these men and women who were present in the greatest story ever
known--the story of Easter--give us great insights into our own relationship toward
God. They reveal the attitudes of our hearts and compel us to truly consider why
Easter matters and the effect it has on our lives.

Are you interested in becoming a member of St. Mark’s?
A new member class will be getting organized soon for anyone interested in joining the
church. Please contact Pastor Ted for more information.

The Visitation Team is looking for another
one or two people that would like to visit
the shut-ins. We visit them as often as
possible, would be able to visit more often
if we had a larger group that would visit. If
interested or if you have any questions let
Nora or Pastor Ted know.

Jean Oden is now living at:
Briar Hill Health Campus
600 Sterling Dr.
North Baltimore, OH 45872
Thanks Pam Oden

The St. Mark’s Men’s Breakfast will be held Saturday, February 29th at 8:00 am. Our guests will be David
and Mike Dixon who will be speaking about their multiple Mission Trips to Russia and the ministry they
provided to children in orphanages. A sign-up sheet will be on the table outside of the church
office. Invite a friend to join you!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Jubilee Class—beginning Feb. 2
“Outdoor Moments with God”
By: W. Phillip Keller
“Spiritual lessons gleaned from everyday moments in the yard, hiking through the mountains, and bird
watching, will touch your heart and soul.”

Amity Class
“Experiencing the Power of Life-Changing Faith”

Resource Center
Newsletter January 2020
Northside Neighborhood Association will be meeting on the Third
Tuesday of every month at St. Mark’s UMC at 7:00 pm. Come be a
part of the changes coming to the neighborhood in which our
church sits. We will be starting on our edible forest as soon as the
weather breaks and are looking for volunteers to help.
Item of the month: hygiene items such as deodorant, shampoo,
soap, razors, feminine products etc.
The Resource Center would like to thank the ladies of WINGS for
the wonderful appreciation luncheon. It was a wonderful meal and
great fellowship. Thank you for showing the Love of Jesus to us all.
The Resource Center received a grant from the State of Ohio to
participate in “Operation Warm” and help the state hand out coats
to children of all ages. We still have numerous coats available. If
you know a child who needs a coat please send them to us!
The Resource Center continues to be busy on a daily basis. We
served 1635 individuals in the month of December. This is including those who are served at the Produce distribution at Forest Park
Church. If you would like to be a part of this great ministry please
talk to Jessie.
Jessie Roark
Resource Center director

Pop cans for
Resource Center

Eye glasses for the Lion’s Club

Chief receipts for Resource Center

Reminder… Please let the church
know should you be admitted to
the hospital or are having surgery.
The hospitals no longer call
without you saying you want the
church or pastor called.

Birthdays
February
1 - Ed Klingler
14 - Charles Ansley
15 - Brittany Koza
15 - Sarah Koza
17 - Dave Kuhlman
20 - Carol Ward
21 -Jessie Roark
22 23 - Nancy Berney
25 - Barbara Duval

Anniversaries
February
1 - David & Donette Roosenberg
14 - Mike & Pat Ireland
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