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  Dear friends, 
 

This month we hear from Pastor Frank Rowe, who served St. 
Mark’s from 1962-1969.  What follows below is Pastor Rowe’s first 
letter to the church as he begins his appointment at St. Mark’s.  As I 
finish my first year as your pastor I affirm his observation in his    
opening paragraph.  This article was published in the Voice of St. 
Mark’s newsletter in June 1962.   
 
Blessings, 
 

Pastor Ted 

 
  
How encouraging it is to a new minister to sense in the heart of his new 
congregation the desire to grow in the Christian life and way.  After the 
warm response given us Sunday – I feel that we are “one” in that at St. 
Mark’s we are those with questing souls – those who will together     
endeavor to be more perfect and faithful children of God. 
 
Thus in a new church year we are strongly urged to “press on toward 
the Christ Jesus.”  We are as it were in the foothills, panting and yearn-
ing toward the lofty summit.  This I regard as being a refreshing   hope 
– both in our personal lives and in what our church can become as the 
true “Body of Christ.” 
 
This Sunday we will consider together something of the secret of those 
who have climbed the path toward Christian perfection.  We will also 
celebrate the Holy Communion seeking the transforming presence of 
the “Holy Spirit” thru the vehicle of the sacrament – the bread and 
wine. 
 
You see – we are not meant to climb the highest mountain alone.  There 
is a story of a young girl who was quite sure that she could climb the 
mountain.  She danced ahead, confident of her own strength.  But soon 
the trail became a path of frowning rocks.  Now she dragged along and 
sank from exhaustion.  Then her father – with his arms to guide and 
support her – helped her to the summit.  With our Father – by the gift of 
His Holy Spirit, we too shall climb the heights at St. Mark’s. 



 

 
Thank you all for your warm reception of us as your pastor and       
parsonage family.  Actually we are anxious for our Seminar to Europe 
to be over so that we can settle among you and be at the work at St. 
Mark’s. 
 
Pastor Frank E. Rowe 

 

Did you know that we have a Capital Improvement Fund?  The Capital  
Improvement Fund was established several years ago for the purpose of 
raising funds designated for specific capital improvement projects 
deemed necessary by our Trustees for the continued successful           
operation of the church. St. Mark's has been a viable member of our 
community for 100 years and to ensure that our church can continue 
our ministries into the future we need to maintain our building and its 
contents beyond  normal maintenance requirements.   
 
Funds raised in the past through The Capital Improvement Fund have 
been used for the resurfacing of the parking lot, boiler upgrades, roof  
replacement, painting of the sanctuary, refinishing of the sanctuary floor 
and upgrading the audio and video systems in the sanctuary. 
 
Making a donation to The Capital Improvement Fund is as easy as 
writing “Capital Improvement Fund” on your check or envelope and 
placing it in the Sunday offering plate.   
 
The Trustees and Finance Team thank you for your continued support of 
“your” church. 

 

Do you need a ride to Sunday morning worship? 

St. Mark’s UMC is providing free busing for individuals. interested in attending 

our 10:15 am worship      service.  Busing is provided by Buckeye Charter Service. 

To sign-up for a ride to and from church, contact the church office and provide 

your name, address and   telephone number. Pick-up confirmation calls will be 

made every Friday.   



 

Ignite Sunday School  Class 
 
After a summer break Ignite will be meeting again starting Sunday, September 8th in the upstairs 
lounge.  We’ll be doing a DVD study based on Kathie Lee Gifford’s  book, The Rock, the Road, and 
the Rabbi .  Kathie Lee takes us on a journey through the Jewish roots of Jesus and the ancient 
paths of Israel in this 6-session DVD study. You'll learn more about the Rock (Jesus Christ),       
explore the Road (Israel), and dig deeper into the Bible with the Rabbi (God's Word).   When she 
began studying the biblical texts in their original Hebrew and Greek and hiking the ancient paths 
of Israel, Kathie Lee discovered a deeper understanding of the Bible and of God Himself.  
Throughout the study, Messianic Jewish Rabbi Jason Sobel provides additional insight into the 
Hebrew language, culture, and heritage that will open your eyes to the Bible like never before. 
 
Amity Sunday School Class 
This class we be doing a Bible Study  series, called “Being a Disciple”  Everyone is welcome to join 
this class which meets in the upstairs Conference Room. 
 
 

Flourish Back in the Fall 
Flourish is the children’s church for kindergarten through 4th graders.  After the Children’s Sermon the   
children go to the Flourish Room behind the nursery for  Bible lessons, DVD story, songs, crafts and more. 
Flourish will be starting back up on September 8th.    Flourish practices UMC Safe       Sanctuary so we need 
teams of 2 each Sunday- a teacher and helper- who are not related.   If you would like to be a part of this 
important ministry call the office and let Nora know or tell  Holly Koza (419-230-4945) and we’ll get you 
trained and ready to go. 

  

You Are Invited to...Sunday School                                                         

Come. Learn. Live life more like Christ! 

New classes begin September 8th  All classes start at 9:00am 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study Meets at 7:00 PM 

Doing Good – The Book of Titus 

If Christians are “saved by grace,” totally apart from good works, what difference does it make if we do good 

or not?  In this series, from the book of Titus, Chip Ingram reveals that there are four key reasons why doing 

good matters so much.  He also explains how we can become people who habitually do good – and the first 

step begins with who we are, not what we do.  According to scripture, doing good is not just a suggestion, it 

is a command that is very powerful and can be very costly.  Chip encourages us, however, that the price of 

not doing good, can be even more costly.  This 8 part series clarifies what doing good will do in you and then 

through you, for the benefit of others and the glory of God. 

Meeting dates: September 11, 18, 25, October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 



      

 

           

 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, September 7
th

 at 8:00 am 

  
Our guest speaker will be Mark Suderman 

Volunteer Coordinator at Habitat for         
Humanity 

  
Watch for sign-up sheet on the table out-

side of the office 

  
Invite a friend! 

We need your help!! This is the year of St. Mark’s 100th                       

anniversary. If you know of photos or stories that could be    

used during this year long celebration, please send them to  

the office. We will scan them and return to you. For the re-

mainder fo the year  we will focus on one item of St. Mark’s 

history. Such as sports,  Fall activities, and Christmas. If you 

have photos from other holidays we could use them also.  If 

you could write a small   article regarding ...I Remember 

When…. we will use it in the newsletter and  maybe during 

Sunday services. 

ATTENTION LADIES OF WInGS 
The first meeting of a new season will be Wednesday September 4 at 3pm. 

We have several events for which we need to make plans. Hope to see you 

there. WInGS is Women  In God’s Service. Everyone is welcome.  

On October 6, 2019 we will be holding a Celebration Sunday for our 100th 

Anniversary. WInGS will be hosting the after-church carry-in lunch and we are 

asking members to provide ‘covered dishes’ for that meal. Special guests have 

been invited and we are hoping to see many past members and friends 

attend. During the month of September there will be a sign-up sheet for the 

donations for that meal. We appreciate your help in making this a wonderful 

occasion.  



Reminder… Please let the church 

know should you be admitted to 

the  hospital or are having  surgery.                 

The  hospitals no longer call     

without you saying you want the 

church or pastor called.  

     Pop cans for  

 Resource Center  

 

 

 

 

 

          Eye glasses for the Lion’s Club 

 

     

 

           

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive an email regarding  prayer  concerns 

please notify the church office. 

September  
5 - Ruth Kreher 
6 - Sharon Collar 
6 – Gail Lovett 
12 - Janiece Meier 
19 - Pat Ireland 
19 –Evan Slone 
28 – James Hilty 
29 –Mercediez Hittle 

September  

9 - Mike & Sara Bowsher 

21 - Frank & Julie Wittkamp 



 
 

Greetings Church Family! 

 

This has been an exciting and productive month for the Resource Center!  

Our busy August featured changes to the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Giveaway on 
Thursdays.  

Partnering with Forest Park Methodist Church has been a true blessing to those 
who serve, and for those we serve! Their openness and accessible building is a 
boon, and we will be able to serve more folks effectively through this collaboration. 

 
Along with regular food pantry activities, we have served 672 Households and 1923 
individuals over the month. That is over 2,500 local mouths and bellies filled! 

 
If you are interested in contributing, the food item needed most this month is      
Peanut Butter!  So, if you can, throw an extra jar into the cart this week. You can 
help someone hungry be full! 

   

The hard work of those who help and keep this program running is inspiring.  

We have volunteers who are dedicated, long-term helpers. You may have seen their 
faces over and over again, because our program keeps good company.  Since they 
spend so much time here at St. Mark’s, we want to give parishioners the opportunity 
to get to know some of our volunteers.  

 
So, this month we’ll begin by introducing Dawn Budd and Jon David Faeth.  

Dawn is a poet, originally from Lima, she spent the last 20 years in Columbus. She 
and her husband Jon David have been working with us since January. You may     
recognize her beautiful twisty walking stick, or their faces from a recent turn on the 
Encore Theater’s stage in The Little Mermaid.  

Dawn’s welcoming spirit has been a blessing to those we serve, helping them feel at 
home when they come in for help. Less of a social butterfly than Dawn, Jon David’s 
focus means whatever task assigned, we know it will be done fully and in the most 
efficient way possible. We are happy to have them serving with us, on our team. 
Look for another intro next month! 

 

30/30 
An update on our 30/30 Prison Ministry! Our indomitable Jessie Roark will be be-
ginning a new training with the Ridge Project this October, at the WORTH Center 
instead of trekking to Marysville. The Ridge Project founded by Ron & Catherine   
Tijerina in 2000, The RIDGE Project is a Christian, non-profit organization dedicated 
to empowering generational responsibility in individuals and improving the lives of 
families throughout the state of Ohio. Their organization believes that strong fami-
lies produce strong children, who will pass on that legacy of strength to future            
generations.  

 

http://theridgeproject.com/ron-cathys-story/


 
Emmaus/Chrysalis Gathering 

 
The next monthly Emmaus Gathering will 

be Tuesday, September 10 
 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm  

St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay 
800 S. Main St. 

 

Mission’s team 

 The mission project the ministry is working on is putting together Hygiene Kits!  

 Feeling clean can make all the difference in how someone cares and feels about themselves. 

       

 We are almost at our goal of 60.  Our remaining needs for this ministry include 140 Band-Aids,  

 13 hand towels, 15 combs, 16 nail clippers, 5 soft toothbrushes, and 16 Ziploc baggies (gallon 
size).  So, if you have the inclination, or an extra box of Band-Aids, you can help someone.  

 
Community Day—September 28 - We will need volunteers—if you are interested please let Jessie 
know.   

 

Thank You for your continued support of service to our community!  

It is invaluable! 

 

On August 20th the Administrative Council met with Pastor Claytonia Logan from Savior’s Grace Minis-
tries and one of the deacons to learn about their ministry in the City of Lima and to consider how we 
might be able to assist them as they seek a new church location.  They had been in a month to month 
rental agreement at 125 S. McDonel prior to receiving their 30 day notice to vacate because the property 
owner is trying to sell the building.   
 
After the Administrative Council learned of the ministry work of Pastor Logan and the church they felt 
compelled to reach out in Christian love to support this church during their time of transition.  Thus we 
have agreed to rent our church to Savior’s Grace Ministries so that they can have worship on Sunday’s at 
noon beginning September 1st.  They will also utilize additional rooms in the church from time to time for 
Bible Study and church meetings.  Pastor Logan will have office space located in the room on the lower 
level between the Resource Center and the COP Office. 
 
Savior’s Grace Ministries is a black church and Pastor Logan has commented on several occasions that 
her members are amazed that St. Mark’s has been so gracious and willing to reach out and support them 
in Christian love. 
 
You will likely see members of Savior’s Grace attending some of our functions and activities and we are 
also invited to attend their functions and activities as well. 
 



1110 N. Metcalf St. 

Lima OH 45801 

Phone: 419-222-3601 

E-mail: limastmarks@gmail.com 

Website  -limastmarks.com 

Facebook  -St Marks United Methodist 

 

 

 

 


