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Elder 
• Greek NASB Number: 4245 

• Greek Word: πρεσβύτερος 

• Transliterated Word: presbuteros  
Root: of Πτολεμαῖος presbus (an old man);  
 
Definition: elder:-- 

• List of English Words and Number of Times Used  
elder (3),  
elders (57),  
men of old (1),  
old men (1),  
older (1),  
older man (1),  
older ones (1),  



1. Elders are overseers. 

“The Way of the Elder” 



Overseer 
• Greek NASB Number: 1985 

• Greek Word: ἐπίσκοπος 

• Transliterated Word: episkopos  
 
Definition: a superintendent, an overseer:-- 

• List of English Words and Number of Times 
Used  
guardian (1),  
overseer (2),  
overseers (2).  

•  
New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible. 



This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what 
remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as 

I directed you—if anyone is above reproach, the husband 

of one wife, and his children are believers and not open 

to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an 

overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He 

must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or 
violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, 
self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 

Titus 1:5-8 



So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in 

the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock 

of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those 

in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And 

when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, 
be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

1 Peter 5:1-3 



1. Elders are overseers. 
  

2. Elders have something to teach. 

“The Way of the Elder” 



Teacher 

• Greek NASB Number: 1320 

• Greek Word: διδάσκαλος 

• Transliterated Word: didaskalos  
 
Definition: an instructor:-- 

•  List of English Words and Number of Times Used  
Teacher (41),  
teacher (10),  
teachers (8). 

•  
New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance of the 
Bible. 



He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so 

that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine 

and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 
Titus 1:9 

  

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, 
for you know that we who teach will be judged with 

greater strictness. 
James 3:1 



So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in 

the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock 

of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those 

in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And 

when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, 
be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

1 Peter 5:4 



So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in 

the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock 

of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those 

in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And 

when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, 
be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

1 Peter 5:5 



1. Elders are overseers. 
  

2. Elders have something to teach. 
  

3. Elders should be humble. 

“The Way of the Elder” 



Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 

conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 

truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from 

above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where 

jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is 

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a 

harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who 

make peace. 
James 3:13-18 





Peter said: 
  

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 

another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to 

the humble.” 

1 Peter 5:5 



Paul said: 
  

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 

faith, in purity. 
1 Timothy 4:12 



Jesus said: 
  

And they were bringing children to him that he might 
touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when 

Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 

children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 

belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them, 
laying his hands on them. 

Mark 10:13-16 


