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By Rev. Mark Eldal

One of the great things about Scripture is that it has
words to meet the needs of our hearts in so many
different situations. It can call us to action, give
correction, remind us of forgiveness, and lift our
spirits.

Scripture can also encourage us to rest and slow down
at times. It is sometimes easy in life to become so
involved in our various activities that we become tired
and our spiritual lives may begin to suffer. When this
happens, we may sense a need to rest and spend time
with our God.

In one of the gospels Jesus invites the disciples to
come with him and rest a while. As he does so, it is a
reminder that in his tender mercy Jesus desires us to
experience times of rest and refreshment in him.

Summer of course, is a time we often associate with
getting away for times of rest by taking a vacation, or
spending time outdoors enjoying God’s creation.
Wonderfully, Jesus encourages us to do these things
and when we do so it can be a blessing.

In addition to possibly getting away for a summer
vacation, we can know that God invites us to
experience a time of rest and refreshment with him
every week, as we gather with him in worship.

Sunday can be a special day of slowing down, relaxing,
and spending time with God.

As we experience these times of rest and refreshment
Jesus can bring peace to our souls, and we can be
strengthened for serving him in our daily lives.

As we trust in Jesus, may we hear his invitation to
come apart with him and rest awhile.

God Bless,
Pastor Mark
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July & August 2017 Special Days

Some of the special days celebrated in
July & August are:

e Independence Day — July 4

e Purple Heart Day — August 7
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WOW Ladies’ Brunch will be held on Wednesday, July 12t at 9:30 a.m. in the church basement. There
will be special music entertainment. Don’t miss this exciting event!!

Women of the Word (WOW) will be collecting spring and summer clothing to be donated to the Open
Door Mission.

The Youth GrouE is planning to provide “service” to the community on the evening of June 28t and
again on July 12t". The youth are looking for projects that will be of “service” to any members of the
community. The projects may include cleaning out a garage, helping to clean a yard, pull weeds, do a
little landscaping, clean a basement, wash windows, or small “fix-it” types of projects. If you have a
need, please complete a form from those in the multipurpose room and leave it in the collection plate,
with Tess or in her office, or you can also call or text Rachel Wise at 402-380-3031.

This summer (July-August) we will not have assigned Ushers and Greeters. We will have anyone who
wishes to help fill in. There will be the normal head ushers present to help direct.

We would like to congratulate King Bill Hultquist and Queen Bonnie Goodrich, the 2017 Swedish Fest
Royalty and Karl Lundquist for organizing the Swedish Festival. A great time was had by all!!

Thank you to VBS Singers and Shanda Fujan for their gift of music on Sunday mornings in June.

SEWING MEETINGS are off for the Summer. They will begin again in the fall. Cleaning out the
closets?? Or hitting the rummage sales and see some cheap bedsheets? They can use most anything!!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We are starting to look for Sunday School Teachers for next fall. If you would be interested, please
contact Angie Rennerfeldt.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN

IN OUR PRAYERS OF CONCERN PLEASE INCLUDE: Nancy Poppe, Ed

Hanna, Delwin Swanson, Fauniel Paulson, Roger Maller, Vivan Forks, 43, ‘,3
Joe Keaschall (Dorothy Wallace’s son-in-law), Alejandro Zeller, Pat Z}*% IN OUR .; %
Jorgensen, Oliver Nimmo, Gerald Benne, Moe Johnson, Sharlene

Grindle (Keri Thomsen’s mom), Nancy Moate, Stacy Long, Ron Badje, Thoughts ﬂﬂd I—%’ﬂyers

Arizona Riecken, Lincoln Nobel Hangman, Andy Kruse, Landon
Johnson, Delwin Benne, and Grace Meints, the families of Millie
Sandquist, Kirk Slaughter and David Biorn, our shut-ins, and our youth
ministry.

BAPTISM

We welcomed into membership through holy baptism Parker Drake Onken on Sunday, June 18, 2017.
Parker was born on January 30, 2017. His parents are Nicholas and Katie Onken. His sponsors are Justin
Onken and Sydnee, Alex, and Ryan Brehmer. His grandparents are Jerry and Kari Jo Onken from Omaha
and Jamie and Vicki Brehmer from Lyons. Great-grandparents are Judy Onken, Jerry Swanson, Bette
Brehmer, and Arnie and Loraine Bintner; WELCOME PARKER!!!

BIBLE STUDY NEWS

FRIDAY NIGHT PUB will start in the fall. We are always looking for volunteers to help us chaperone.
Please contact Connie Larson (402)380-5101 or Tess Johnson (402)380-5660, if you are interested.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY is on the 15t and 34 Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.
KOINOINA BIBLE STUDY is the 3 Sunday at 6:00 p.m.

GROWING TOGETHER BIBLE STUDY If you have questions or are interested in joining the group, you can
reach Nancy Johnson at njohnson40299@gmail.com or 402

YOUTH GROUP will now be meeting the 2" and 4t Wednesday of the month from 7:00-8:30 p.m. during
the summer. Snacks will be provided. It will open it to all current Junior and Senior High school kids in
the community. There will be sign-up sheet in the multipurpose room for anyone who wishes to donate
for the treats.
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church Youth Activities Calendar 6/26/17 Version
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16th, 2314, 30th, Jr/Sr High Youth
Group 6:30-8:30

13th Praise Service

25t PUB

6th 13th* 20t 27t Jr/Sr High
Youth Group 6:30-8:30
*Confirmation Starts

10" Praise Service

8th, 22nd, 29th PUB

17t Sunday School Kick Off-
Sunday School Begins

28" Jr/Sr High Pizza

4t 11t 18th, 25t Jr/Sr High
Youth Group/Confirmation
6:30-8:30

8t Praise Service-Sunday
School Sings

13th PUB

26 Jr/Sr High Pizza

6th, 8t 15t 29t Jr/Sr High
Youth Group/Confirmation

6:30-8:30

12th Praise Service-Sunday
School Sings

30t Jr/Sr High Pizza

6th, 13t 20t Jr/Sr High Youth
Group Confirmation 6:30-8:30
10th Sunday School Christmas
Program-No Sunday School
the 17t, 24th, or 31

8th PUB

24t Christmas Eve
25th Christmas Day

3rd, 10, 17th, 24t 31t Jr/Sr
High Youth Group 6:30-8:30
7" Sunday School resumes
14t Praise Service

5th, 19th PUB

25t Jr/Sr High Pizza

FEBRUARY ‘18
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JUNE ‘18
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JULY “18
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7th, 14t 21, 28 Jr/Sr High
Youth Group/Confirmation
6:30-8:30

11th Praise Service-Sunday
School Sings

22" Jr/Sr High Pizza

7th,14% 215, 28 Jr/Sr High
Youth Group/Confirmation
6:30-8:30

11th Praise Service

22nd Jr/Sr High Pizza

25" Palm Sunday-Sunday School

Sings

30t Good Friday

4th 11t 18t 25t Jr/Sr High
Youth Group/Confirmation
6:30-8:30

8th Praise Service

26th Jr/Sr High Pizza

1st Easter Sunday

2 9th 16t 23" Jr/Sr High
Youth Group 6:30-8:30

13t Praise Service

21+-25t Vacation Bible School

Jr/Sr High Youth Group 7:00-
8:30
10" Praise Service

Jr/Sr High Youth Group 7:00-
8:30
8th Praise Service
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Altar T Committee  Elaine Peterson and Linda Carlson - July
Jacque Eldal and Elaine Peterson - August
(777 F = SEWING MEETINGS are off for the summer.
L UL§3} They will begin again in the fall.
-JULY-
July 2.....ueuneees .Devotions @ O.H. 2:30 p.m. ............ Ruth
July 5 ................ Bingo @ O.H. 9:30 AM ............ Ruth
8 (P July 10 Executive Meeting 9 AM
G ouds: X July 12............. . July Brunch— Hannah has Program
P17 Ruth serves brunch
b ¥ . Clean Kitchen ......... Hannah
Women of the Word
‘ -AUGUST -
August 2............Bingo @ O.H. 9:30 a.m. ...... Mary
August 20.......... .Devotions @ O.H. 2:30 p.m.—Hannah

Clean Kitchen ..... HS Youth

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) are collecting:
» SPRING AND SUMMER CLOTHING to be donated to the Open Door Mission.

» FOOD BANK DONATIONS - We continue to collect non-perishable products but did
you know if you would prefer to give a monetary donation it is as simple as leaving

a check at our local bank.

» FRESH FRUIT ORDERS. WOW is selling fruit again this year to raise funds for local

projects. Orders need to be in by July 20 and delivery will be Sunday August
6. Please contact Mona Tanksley (380-0459), Connie Anderson (685-5329) or any

member of the evening WOW group to place your order.

Available are peaches

$28.00/case, Nectarines $22.00/case, ginger gold apples $23.00/case and

blueberries $36.00/12 pints.

this year.

» The Women of the Word would like to invite all the women of the church to a
brunch on July 12t at 9:30 a.m. All mothers are encouraged to bring their

daughters/granddaughters for a morning filled with fun times and fellowship. See

you then!!

Dorcas Society is invited to attend the WOW Brunch on
Wednesday July 12" at 9:30 a.m.

Dorcas Society —July 26 @ 2:00 p.m. @ Oakland Heights
Dorcas Society — August 30 @ 2:00 p.m. @ Oakland Heights

P

This fruit comes from Washington state and has been
exceptionally good every year so we are excited about being able to offer it again

DORCAS SOCIETY
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

2 - Tom Olson, Bill Dix, Annie Magnusson,
Georgia Johnson

3 - Ostern Heineman, Joan Johnson

4 - Larry Shelley

6 - Phillip Hall, Phyllis Meyer

7 - Cindy Blanc, Bradley Denker, Gordon Olson,
Shirley Bromm

10 - Dolores Anderson, Michael Blanc

11 - Jack Carstensen, Courtnie Rokusek

12 - David Schold

13 - Zakk Lierman

15 - Jenna Bromm, Jace Frahm

16 - Travis Lindstrom, David Mallette, Delwin Slatt

17 - Rhett Kloth, Bethany Anderson

19 - Dillon Johnson, Kendra Moseman,
Aaron Tomasek

20 - Arla Landholm, Christina Morley

22 - Dan Olson, Joanne Peterson, Arick Tomasek,
Betty Dixon

23 - Patricia Moseman

24 - Jon Seagren

26 - Alissa Bousquet, Carole Johnson, Sam Bedrnicek

27 - Justin Stevenson

28 - Corbin Guill, Harley Nelson

30 - Steven Satree

31 - Kimberly Guill, Marysa Moseman

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

1 - Jakob Krutilek, Kiley Nelson-Conneally, Ed Forks

2 - Carl Osterndorff, Tawsha Peterson, Max Blanc,
Connie Larson, Katie Selk

3 - Audrey Unwin, Jodi Peterson

6 - Jill Johnson, Justin Trout, Kiley Blanc Faller

7 - Alan Johnson, Delwin Swanson, Morgann Kloth,
Charlotte Hyslop, Logan Ehlers

8 - Tanner Heineman, Ryan Jones

9 - Karen Ahrens, Curtis Mallette

11 -Jana Lindstrom, Shirley Olson, Cody Peterson,
Natalie Dixon, Loren Ehlers

12 - Kent Andersen, Samantha Canarsky, Jon Holmes
Lee Peterson

13 - Sandra Slatt, Kelli Johnson, Brenda Andersen

14 - Jill Stucky, Kylie Penke, Nancy Moate

15 - Gavin Johnson

16 - Rex Landholm, Mia Thomsen

17 - Dean Brudigam, Hayden McCartney

20 - Gabrielle Linder, Marjorie Maller, Mary Strom,
Ava Johnson

21 - Morgan Corwine, Andrew Rennerfeldt

23 - Mark Carlson, Betsey Florell, Lyndsey Johnson,
Robert Moseman, Kameron Shelley

24 - Caleb Bousquet, Clara Frahm
Anisten Rennerfeldt

25 -Karen Johnson, Elisabeth Linder

26 - Ramona Benson, Tess Johnson, Brian Jones,
Adrianna Bittner, Vincent Lindstrom, Joan Wolf

27 - Bryan Frahm

Birthdajs&

Annlve sarles

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

10 - Vicki & Jeffrey Nelson

12 - James & Tamera VonEssen
14 - Janelle & Evan Muller

15 - Johnnie & Melinda Johnson
16 - Donald & Joan Wolf, Mike & Molly Miller
18 - Scott& Valerie Lindstrom
21 - Charles & Debbie Krutilek
22 - Eric & Tara Miller

26 - Jill & Mark Johnson

29 - Chris & Laurine Karstens
31 - Travis & Keri Thomsen

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

1 - Diana & Peter Kruse

2 - Lee & Sharon Peterson

3 - Ronald & Delaney Brudigam, Edwin & Betty Hanna,
Franklin & Janice Johnson, Joseph & Jane Stucky

8 - Don & Candace Johnson, Tanner & Tricia Heineman

9 - Boyd & Ruth Blomenkamp

11 - Tom & Sandra Mallette

12 - Ed & Connie Anderson, Julie & David Jones,
Nancy & Robert Wonka

15 - Delwin & Hilda Benne

16 - Larry & Karla Shelley

18 - Jason & Amanda Huntington

19 - Norm & Sally Johnson

21 - Loren & Julie Ehlers

25 - Carl & Julie Easton

28 - Jim & Leann Jorgensen

29 - Tony & Nancy Bromm, Chad & Elisabeth Linder

30 - Jeffrey & Judith Troupe, Tom & Phyllis Meyer

31 - Merlin & Rosemary Anderson
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church

- ) COUNCIL Oakland, Nebraska

-
CHURCH @ fﬁl

The church council met June 5, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were Greg Johnson,
Carole Johnson, Karl Lundquist, Sandy Husar, Nathan Anderson, Sam Schmidt and Mona
Tanksley. Also in attendance was Pastor Eldal. Devotions were given by Pastor Eldal.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. Pastor presented his
report for May discussing activities that occurred during the month.

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and it was noted on the Profit and Loss statement
that through May the income exceeded expenses by $1,338.72, through the month of May
showed a loss of $2,791.51.

It was reported that the Bible school decorations were given to another organization for
their use.

Old Business: Greg reported that the furnace and air conditioners have been installed.
There was discussion about the Spire newsletter being emailed to members versus mailing
it and taking advantage of the bulk mail rate. We will continue to check out the options.
Greg also reported that the van will be taken to Blanc’s Body Shop for external body
work.

The Property Committee reported on a problem with a downspout by the ramp where
dirt has settled letting some rain water get into the basement. Work will be done to fill
in this area to hopefully solve the problem. There was discussion about ways to make the
balcony cooler in the summer, i.e. installing ceiling fans. No decision was made.
However, we will look into possible solutions. The coverings on the window wells were
again discussed with the decision made to leave them as is for now. A bid has been
received from Bryson Peterson for stucco repair and painting on the exterior southeast
part of the building. After much discussion, a motion was made by Sandy, seconded by
Karl to approve $4,600 for the painting and to allow additional money for rental of lift
equipment not to exceed $7,500 for the entire project. Motion carried. Nathan agreed
to contact Bryson regarding the cost of the rental equipment. Dr. Charles Seagren has
offered to donate two framed pictures to the church. The council agreed to accept them
and thank him for his gift.

The Evangelism Committee reported that Vacation Bible School went very well with
about 70 attending. The committee is working on a schedule listing all youth activities.

The next meeting will be June 26 at 7:00 p.m.

Communion Helpers June 10 Arla Ogden
June 11 Sandy Husar
July 2 Karl Lundquist

Devotions for next meeting -Sandy Husar

The meeting adjourned with all saying the Lord’s Prayer. June Finances
(May 28-June 25)
June Attendance c tments  $14.455.00
ommitments , .
Mona TankSley) Secretary 3 (No Sunday Service.). . 24 Designated
ME12........... 124 11 Memorial Fund  $1,512.00
18 &19............ 155 Misc S '341.00

25 &26............ 129 TOTAL $16,308.00
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July 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu | Fri Sat
7 1
Co, } 5:30PM
* e N COMMUNION
% SERVICE

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:30AM 9:00AM MEN'S | 8:00PM 5:30PM
COMMUNION BIBLE STUDY N.A. WORSHIP
SERVICE *ﬁ 9:30AM BINGO @ | MEETINGS SERVICE
10:30AM 2= | OAKLAND
FELLOWSHIP INDEZENDENCE HEIGHTS\

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:30AM PRAISE  |9:00AM 9:30 WOW | 8:00PM 5:30PM
SERVICE WOW BRUNCH N.A. WORSHIP
10:30AM EXECUTIVE NO A\,/\VEOEYFVI SggUP MEETINGS SERVICE
FELLOWSHIP | MEETING

7 -8:30 P.M.
YOUTH GROUP

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:30AM 9:00AM MEN'S | 8:00PM 5:30PM
CONTEMPORARY BIBLE STUDY N.A. WORSHIP
SERVICE MEETINGS SERVICES
10:30AM
FELLOWSHIP

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:30AM 2:00PM DORCAS | 8:00PM 5:30PM
WORSHIP SOCIETY N.A. WORSHIP
SERVICE MEETING @ O.H. |MEETINGS SERVICE
10:30AM 7 -8:30 P.M.
FELLOWSHIP YOUTH GROUP

30 31
9:30AM
WORSHIP
SERVICE
10:30AM
FELLOWSHIP
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August 2017
Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5

9AM MEN'S | 8:00PM N.A. 5:30PM

BIBLE MEETINGS P20 COMMUNIO

STUDY R N SERVICE

9:30AM

BINGO @

OAKLAND

HEIGHTS

County Fair Starts
7 8 9 10 11 12

9:30AM 9AM 2 PM, 8:00PM N.A. 5:30PM
COMMUNION 6PM WOW MEETINGS WORSHIP
SERVICE GROUP SERVICE
10:30AM MEETINGS
FELLOWSHIP 7-8:30 P.M.

YOUTH

County Fair Ends GROUP

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30AM 9AM WOW 9AM MEN'S ([ 8:00PM N.A. 5:30PM
PRAISE EXECUTIVE BIBLE MEETINGS WORSHIP
SERVICE MEETING STUDY SERVICE
10:30AM 7-8:30 P.M.  [Back To§ChOOI
FELLOWSHIP YOUTH N dEE

GROUP =
—

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:30AM 8:00PM N.A. 5:30PM
CONTEMPOR 7-8:30 P.M. | MEETINGS WORSHIP
ARY YOUTH SERVICE
SERVICE GROUP
10:30AM
FELLOWSHIP

27 28 29 30 31
9:30AM 2:00PM 8:00PM N.A.

WORSHIP DORCAS MEETINGS
SERVICE SOCIETY
10:30AM MEETING @
FELLOWSHIP O.H.

7-8:30 P.M.

YOUTH

GROUP
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We will not have our normal Ushers and Greeters stipulated for the summer months of
July and August. This year we will have the Church Council Members and anyone who
wishes to help fill in. There will be the normal head ushers present to help direct.

JULY 2017 USHERS : August 2017 USHERS :

2"d: S. Schmidt, Roger Moderow 6th: S.Schmidt, Roger Moderow

9th: Larry Johnson, Norm Case 13th: Larry Johnson, Norm Case

16t: Dr. Charlie Seagren, N. Case 20t Dr. Charlie Seagren, Norm Case
231d: C. Wiltse, N. Case 27t: C. Wiltse, Norm Case

30%: Dr. Charlie Seagren, Norm Case

2 Carson Thomsen
9 Jonathan Dixon
16 Ashten Rennerfeldt

Jul 2 Jonathan Dixon
9 Ashten Rennerfeldt
16 Marissa Mulder

) 23 Connor Guill 23 Marissa Mulder
&1 30 Aiden Jorgensen 30 Connor Guill
A “ Aug 6 Ayden Lierman 6 Aiden Jorgensen
13 Mia Linder 13 Ayden Lierman
0 THI{I:(BS 20 Ellen Magnusson 20 Mia Linder
27 Carson Thomsen 27 Ellen Magnusson
Sep 3 Jonathan Dixon Sep 3 Carson Thomsen
2 - Bryan Bohn July 2 - Dan Tanksley
9 - Billye Pearson 9 - Tess Johnson
16 - Ruth Wallerstedt 16- Jim/Dan
23 - Bryan Bohn 23- Jim Pelan
\ o . 30 - Billye Pearon 30- Tess Johnson
y  7Organist
August 6 - Bryan Bohn August 6 - Dan Tanksley
13 - Billye Pearson 13 - Tess Johnson
20 - Ruth Wallerstedt 20 - Jim/Dan
27- Bryan Bohn 27 - Jim Pelan
COFFEE SERVERS DATE
COFFEE Annie Magnusson - 402-685-5152 and Joan Magnusson-402-685-5797  Sunday, July 2
ERVERS Heidi Johnson - 402-660-3539 and Brenda Andersen - 402-685-5739 Sunday, July 9
Phyllis Meyer - 402-567-2521 and Patty Miller - 402-372-6422 Sunday, July 16
Patricia Moderow - 402-685-6275 and Casey Moseman - 402-380-8669 Sunday, July 23
Jane Moseman - 402-685-5808 and Susan Moseman - 402-664-3044 Sunday, July 30
Susan Mulder - 402-685-6745 and Suzie Nelson - 402-685-5007 Sunday, August 6
Arla Ogden - 402-685-6294 and AnnaBelle Olson - 402-685-5791 Sunday, August 13
Sheri Slatt - 402-685-5627 and Sandra Slatt - 402-685-5924 Sunday, August 20
Shirley Olson - 402-685-6047 and Mary Paulsen - 402-685-5743 Sunday, August 27

Earlene Paulson - 402-846-5692 and Kathy Pearson- 402-380-1441 Sunday, Sept. 3

Thank you for your help in these important areas.
If you can't be here, please find someone to take your place.




The Spire Page 10

CHR:iSTiIN HUM¥Re T& TIiCKLE YFvRe {,iFE

3

“He’s using the devotional we
gave him for Father’s Day.” “Actually, sir, the rules were chiseled in stone.”

First Ev. Lutheran Church

PO Box 152, 201 N. Davis Non-?rof]'t
Oakland, NE 68045 Organtzation
Phone: 11
402-685-5764 Oakland, NE
Fax:
402-685-5183
E-Mail: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

firstlutheranchurch_152@g.com

We are committed to providing
spiritual enrichment to ALL who
seek the Lord.

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.firstlutheran-oakland.com
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